6 A VOICE FOR ANIMALS

EQcCh yeqr hundreds of dogs and cats are allowed to breed unchecked
and the future for the resulting young is often grim. Spring the traditional time
of birth sees ARK dealing with an influx of calls about newborn animals
-discarded like rubbish. Each caller wants information on what they do next
having rescued these helpless victims.

The prime thing to remember is that hand-rearing any
orphaned/abandoned animails is hard work; not only is
there a physical price to pay, usually fatigue. but
emotionat as weli for an animal you have fought so
hard for finally may not make it.

In general by the time kittens and puppies are
10 days oid their eyes are open and at around 14 days
they beginto hear. At four weeks of age they should
start walking. Young animais should be kept warm but
overheating needs to be watched for, as the very young have
1o way of regulating their own body temperature. The size of the
litter will be one of the determining factors on how much
supplementary heat will be needed, as the larger the litter the more heat
generated by them. They should never be placed directly on heat and if
hot water bottles or kairo (heat pads) are being used care must be taken to
ensure they are well wrapped and that they are reguiatly checked for their
temperature,

Both Kittens and puppies need to be fed every two to three hours
for the first week of thelr lives. Then the frequency of feeds should be stowly
decreased and the amount of milk taken per feed increased, so by the time
the animal is two weeks old every four hours is sufficient. Vets and pet shops
should be able to supply bottles, teats and substitute milk. Cow's milk should
never be used as it causes diarrhoea.

The FiISt Weeks Of Life
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..helping those who can not help themselves
by Anne-Marle McGivern

The bottie/milk should be warmed to body temperature and tested by
putting a few drops on the back of the hand. The animals should be held
firmly with the head slightly elevated and the teat inserted into the mouth.
Moving the teat gently in and out of the mouth will stimulate suckling. If the
animal will not suckie syringe feeding can be attempfed but musf be done
slowly to avoid choking. If milk comes out of the nostils, It can be an
indication that milk is possibly golng into the lungs which can be dangerous
(teat hole may be too big). If the animal proves impossible to feed a vet
should be consuited immediately.

After feeding the animal must be rubbed around the anali/genital
region with damp cotton wool of tissue to stimulate it to urinate and
defecate. The faeces will give an indication as to whether the milk formula is
100 fich, e.g. diarrthoea. If the animal has diarrthoea the formula should be
further dlluted and if it persists o vet should be consulited.

Weonlng can begin at around four weeks of age. Canned and dried
formulated brand growth foods (such as Hills, Eubanuka, lams) can be mixed
with the milk substitute and smeared around the mouth. Aiso, dishes of
milk/solld mixtures can be placed in the rearing box and as they walk in it,
etc and subsequently wash themselves they will learn to eat by themselves.
Weaning is always a messy process but looked forward to as sleepless nights
should be nearing an end. Animals will stil need supplementary feeding with
a bottle for the next couple of weeks.

Nearly all puppies and kittens are born with WOIMNS. in particular round-
worms. So, animals should be dewormed and this can start at a very early
age depending on the product used e.g. Panacur

(through a vet). Repeat worming will be

needed during the first few
months of life to ensure

the animal is worm-

free. Vaccinations

should be given
at eight weeks

(around 50/60
days). with a
second Q
month later.
poth these
vaccinations
are vital to
give full
immunity
during the first
year of life.
Then boosters
will be required
once ayedr.
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Tel 0727-37-1885 (0712)

Fax 0727- 37-1645 e-mail arkbark@wombat.or.jp



