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We've twice had heavy snow here and it's been so cold. 'm
afraid | often oversleep and get ticked off.

When the weather’s like this | can’t help thinking about all the
homeless cats and dogs wandering around looking sad. At ARK
we always have something to eat, can go for a walk and play with
each other. Some of us are lucky to be adopted by caring people to
become even happier.

However we are aware that the numbers of these unhappy cats and
dogs is far greater than those in our small community. One dog
that came to ARK from the earthquake area said that he'd been
given up by his owner who was unable to even get a room in a
temporary housing unit. others have come from similar units which
prohibit pets. How cruel humans are to prevent us from living with
our families, especially in such tragic circumstances. How can
humans contemptuously call us ‘animals’ when their behaviour Is
worse than animals 7

We often feel pity for our companions who can’t join us ot ARK.
ARK existed before the Earthquake and as I've told you before. |
myself was rescued and brought here. Earthquakes are things
humans can't control. When they happen. they happen. Some
dogs at ARK have told me awful tales: some of them were taken
deep into the mountains and abandoned there. At first they
thought it was some sort of game but after a while they noticed
something was wrong. In panic they ran after the dizappearing car
only to find it had gone. It was indeed this dog's own family that
had committed this atrocity. We usually try to console these
victims by explaining that the reason for their owner’s action is
probably because pets are not allowed at the new place the Family
are moving to or that the family never realised that puppies or
kittens grow up. This kind of talk makes us all very sad. Dogs
dumped from cars still get excited when they see a car similar to
their former owner's. Thelr face drops when they realise of course
it's not. It makes me cry to see their hopes dashed. At ARK there
are many with storles like this and nearly all of them say they have
nightmares. | can no longer understand human thinking. 1t's
probably only me who thinks we are all members of one family. but
humans dump us < so-called 'family members' > so casually.

As | said last time. people buy pupples and kittens in pet shops
saying “how cute.” We are not THINGS ! But these same people
later dump their "cute pets.” The things people do are
unbelievable. When | first found out what happens to the puppies
and kittens that remain unsold in pet shops. 1 lost my appetite for
days. Even as | play around in the snow my mind Is still on
miserable homeless colleagues wandering around alone. Your
thoughts at this time may well be on a skiing trip but please keep
the plight of homeless animals in mind. Y ou must have seen on a
bitterly cold day a dog with a sad expression wandering around the
town looking hopefully at every person for a piece of bread they
may have in their hand. Next time you see such a dog remember
that although he is starving to death he forgets his hunger when he
thinks that possibly you may be his long lost family.
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