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Passports for Pets

APANESE TRAFFIC LAWS ARE THE STRICTEST

in the world. In order to drive a car you need to go

through lengthy and expensive driving lessons and the

written test involves memorizing a tome of driving

‘ regulations. Police enforce the laws with zeal, whether
\,jriving under the influence of drink, illegal parking, not having
“your licence or not wearing a seat belt. If you want to buy a car
you have to prove you have a parking place. Car registrations
and driving licences are elaboratedly computerized so that at the

press of a button the police can check either. In the past 20 years :

driving manners among the
Japanese who used to be the most
reckless and impolite drivers have
improved dramatically. This is not
because people have actually
become better mannered but
because they fear punishment if
they disobey. "-.
It goes to prove that threat of 5
penalties and strict enforcement of Jj
laws have effect. Why can’t it be
the same for owning and keeping
animals ? The Animal Control £
jaw exists but is not enforced. £p
“=People are supposed to register
their dogs but very few do. There are no penalties for not
registering. The registration process is archaic and labour
intensive, and therefore expensive. For ¥6000 what do you get?
A rabies shot which costs less than ¥1000, some illegible tags
which soon get lost and no guarantee that your dog will be
returned to you if picked up by the hokensho. No wonder most
people don’t bother to register. This system should be replaced
with an upto date computerized micro-chip system which is now
becoming common in other countries, where pets are issued with
passports.
Breeders, pet shops and anyone dealing in animals should be
registered , their premises checked and closed if deemed below
standard. All animals should be neutered except those owned by
people with a licence to breed. Ideally too anyone thinking of
owning an animal, especially a dog should be required to pass a
test to see if they are capable of keeping one. And like owning a
car they should be able to prove they have somewhere suitable to
. keepit.
Even if only one of these measures was adopted the suffering
and destruction of pets would be greatly reduced.
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