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A VOICE FOR ANIMALS

of East Anglia, UK.)

There is a wide gap between the ‘haves’ (economically advanced and prosperous countries) and the ‘have
nots’(developing countries with less social and welfare structures), as I discovered when I attended the First
International Animal Welfare Conference held in Budapest in October. Most of the speakers came from animal welfare-
advanced countries like the United Kingdom and North America, while many of the delegates ( 150 representatives from
22 countries) came from countries where virtually no animal welfare legislation exists, and if it does, is not enforced,
and to the extremes where animals are shot and poisoned on the streets or picked up by local authorities to be ‘disposed
of ’ in a brutal fashion. (Unfortunately all too reminiscent of the hokensho system in Japan).

Many different aspects of animal welfare were raised in Budapest and I hope to cover them in a four part series. The
first is on Legislation. (Notes taken from a speech by Mike Radford, a lecturer on Animal Welfare Law at the University

| the Key to Animal Protection

Effective legislation is the starting
point for animal protection. If we
look at the European Convention
for the Protection of Pet Animals
we can see a framework for
legislation. Its provisions include:
1. a prohibition on causing pets
unnecessary pain, suffering or
distress;

2. the imposition of responsibility
for a pet animal’s health and
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welfare, including a duty to
provide appropriate accomodation,
care and attention;

3. aban on selling animals to
those under 16 without the
consent of their parents;

4. a requirement that anyone
trading in animals (breeders, pets
shops, boarding facilities) should
register with the local authorities
and that the person responsible

should have appropriate know-
ledge of the care of animals, also
that facilities and equipment
should be adequate. The place
should be closed down if these
requirements are not met.

The convention also covers
prohibition of cosmetic surgery,
regulations for ethics of vete —
rinarians, guidelines for eutha™
nization, measures to reduce
number of stray animals humanely,
and promotion of registration and
neutering of pet dogs and cats.

Any animal welfare law also needs
a legislative framework i.e. who
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