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As | always say. animal problems are definitely '

human problems. You're probably thinking, ah- but.
doge bite and bark. and cats scratch. Yes, we do. However,
showing us how to fit into your family makes a world of
difference. 1 must remind you that to make us a part of a
family is totally different from training us in acrobatics. You
don‘t have to resort to obedience training. What is important,
though. is treating us like a member of the family — praising
us when we do something good and scolding us when we
mishehave <never hitting us. of course {>

In events organized by ARK. | often see children who have
obviously not been told to behave themselves. Some of them
climb on top of me suddenly and others run around screaming
loudly. <We dogs and cats would be severely reprimanded if
we did the same.> | just put up with it because | know | would
mess up the event if | ever growled. 1believe that | and other
well-trained dogs are better behaved than these unruly
children.

For example. the other day- | donated my blood for a bloed
transfusion. And. | don't like the word "pet” because it
sounds as if humans deal with us like toys. 1 heard of one poor
dog who was treated like a stuffed animal as a puppy and was
then shot with an air gun by his owner. | could bite him.

| would like you humans to fully understand us so that we can
get on well with each other. If you buy a puppy or kitten from a
pet shop. thinking only of how cute it is, you can never predict
what kind of personality it will become. We cannot choose
humans. So- it is important for humans who choose us: to
understand us well. We should consider dogs and cats at pet
shops as our colleagues. but these who are wandering around
homeless and hungry in this cold. rainy weather vulnerable to
death by accidents. are very much our friends. To be a
mongrel means they are subjected to this fate. And actually
the number of strays and mixed breeds far outnumber pet shop
purebreds. So- | want to make great efforts to appeal to people
at events to help us reduce the number of homeless animals.
Well. | suppose dogs and cats at pet shops are destined to be
loved. at least the ones that leave there as pets. ARK is
working to help the far less fortunate homeless victims. Please
come to ARK and adopt one of us as a loving companion. We
have no pedigree certificate, but | sincerely hope that we can
be adopted by real animal-loving families and that we can also
make them happy. We are waiting for you.
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