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ood by a few grams, but this gave her diarrhea for over ten days
and she had to go back to the clinic. Even today she suffers from
diarrhea quite often, and each time my mother takes her to the
bathroom to wash off her hindquarters. My mother’s entire day is
taken up with the repetition of these tasks. Since Eri cannot even
walk, my mother stays with her all day: it's all she can do to go to
the market for food. It would be no exaggeration to say that my
mother's entire life today is devoted to nursing Eri.

The boy who had hit them, who had gone down on his knees to
apologize for what he had done, is now saying that his motorcycle
was at a complete stop at the time, and it had been my mother who
had come crashing into him. Where is his conscience? He should
be ashamed of himself as a human being. When I think of how
much my mother and Eri arc suffering because of someone like
this, T am just filled with rage and hate. As for D Pizza, they turned
over the settlement of the matter to an insurance firm. There was
not one word of apology from them to my mother, not one visit or
phone call. Moreover, the compensation they offered to pay for
Eri was the amount my mother had paid for her 13 years ago. In
other words, they were saying Eri was an object, something that
could be replaced: just buy a new one! The anger and humiliation
we feel at their callousness toward our beloved Eri cannot be
described.

If my mother had not begged the vet to save Eri just after the

accident, she may well have died. But who wouldn't spare the effort’

to keep alive a family member? How could my mother just stand
by and let Eri die when there was a chance that she would survive?

Alife is a life: animal or human, it is equally precious. If anything,
we should work harder to protect those who cannot tell us of their
pain and suffering. And yet D's Pizza treats Eri like an object, Eri
who like all animals breathes like us, and has feelings like us. The
only difference is that she cannot express them in words.

There is apparently a law in Japan for the protection of animals. [
only discovered this fact after Eri's accident. Although I have read
and seen many animal-related stories and incidents in the news
media, not once have I heard of animals being protected on the
basis of this law. What use is it, then? When people injure or
torture animals, they are never brought to court, and even if they
were, their only punishment would be to pay a fine for " property
damage." That is the only value attached to animal life in this
country. And this is why I want Eri 's story to be heard by as many
people as possible, so that they realize what a weak position
animals have in this society. It is something everyone should think
about, and T hope that by doing so they will learn to value not just
human life but all animal life.

The hardship and struggle of my mother's and Eri's lives will go on.
The peace and comfort that were stolen from them by that boy on
the motorcycle will néver return, but even so both my mother and I
hope their daily struggle will continue for a long time. Because Eri
is a precious member of the family, and we do not want to lose her.

AM.
Postscript: Eri sadly passed away on the 22nd July 1996
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