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GUILTY ? ornot GUILTY ?

It is ironical that the very first case of a successful prosecution
against cruelty to a child in the United States was implemented
under the Cruelty to Animals Law, because in the late 19th
century no law for Prevention of Cruelty to Children existed. The
child in questioned had been brutally tortured by her parents who
had slashed her entire body with scissors. The American Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) at the time,
persuaded the courts that the girl deserved as much protection as
any other helpless and defenceless animal.
More than a hundred vears later in Japan, there is very little legal
protection for children against abuse or neglect from their parents
and virtually none for animals. Take the recent case where a
mother nonchalantly played pachinko while her two boys were
dying of heatstroke in her car. In Japan this case is regarded as an
\accident, albeit through negligence. In contrast, a Japanese couple
who left their baby in a car while they went shopping in Los
Angeles last year, were speedily arrested by the US police on
suspicion of cruelty to an infant.
Japanese parents consider their children as private property, not
as members of society with human rights. Likewise pet owners
with their pets. Japanese law is based on ascertaining that a crime
was committed with intention or based on the reasons why a crime
was committed. The mother who played pachinko probably didn‘t
intend to kill her children so she is judged innocent. Western law
is based on result. The children died through the mother's
negligence so she is regarded guilty of a crime.
As an organization which tries to protect animals we feel helpless
when we see abuse or neglect of animals because there is no way
we can appeal to the police if there is no effective animal
protection law to back us up. All groups working for animals in
Japan whatever their individual differences or opinions should
lobby urgently for a new Animal Protection Law.

A foundation has recently been established by a group of Kyoto
lawyers to raise money to pay legal costs in court cases involving
animal rights.

For further information call Kyoto Horitsu Jimusho 075-256-1881 ( in Japanese).
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