ANIMAL ANGLE

Chobi's (Paws for Thought)

My cartoon strip "CHOBI SENSET' is too short
for saying evervthing I have to say so they've
given me more space. Having never been to
school. I can't write -But someone has kindly -
agreed to write down my thoughts. _
When people see a stray dog they call it 'nora
inu' (wild dog). In fact these dogs are really
'mayoi inu (stray or lost dog) because humans
created them. I was one of them when as a
starving puppy I searched for food in
rubbish tips in Kasumi-cho on the Japan
sea coast before being rescued and
brought to ARK. I'm told my way of
barking is slightly different from other
Kansai-ken (Kansai dogs) and when I
howl people describe it as 'lengthy.’
People have a stereotype 1dea of what
cats and dogs are like: "Dogs are all the
same" or "Cats are all like that," they say,
when of course we all have our own
individual personalities and are as
different from each other as people are.
I've heard there is now a pig at ARK though I
haven't yet been introduced. He was walking
along a street in Osaka minding his own
“business when the police arrested him and
brought him to ARK. His name Tatsuya was
spray-painted along his back but since we want
to avoid any form of prejudice (such as calling
him PIGGY or PORKY) we have named him
WILBUR. After meeting Wilbur visitors say
how like a dog he is, quite intelligent. Probably
my reputation as a goat chaser is the reason
why we haven't met. I don't think I can surpass
him in weight but I'm sure I'm a lot fleeter.
I firmly believe all animal problems are created
by humans. Only when humans can think in a
position of one who can't speak or feel inferior
to them, can they think they are more
intelligent than animals.
Lafcadio Hearne once callied Japan a reverse
country. People here say neutering is unnatural
and cruel. Yet every year one million pets are
destroyed by the hokensho because they are
unwanted. As a dog I wonder why my friends
have to die for nothing just because people
stick to their idea that killing is more humane
than neutering.
When I represent ARK at various events my
greeting "WOOF" really means that I want
them to understand my feelings and those of
other animals. Through this column 1 hope
readers can hear the true voice of animals.
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