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Raising Standards

When colour photos of ARK's animals- for- rehome appeared in a
photo magazine recently, we were inundated by phone calls from
people wanting to adopt a cat or dog. Among the callers were
people who said " I'd like number seven, can you send it by
takyubin (parcel delivery)." They were quite surprised that they
were expected to come to ARK not only to look at the animal to
see if they liked it (and it liked them) but also to be interviewed as
potential pet owners. It goes to show that many people regard pets
as just another commodity they can get by mail order. The chance
is that if they buy or adopt a pet in this casual way they will just as
easily discard it when they no longer want it.
ARK is not a pet shop nor a pet business. The animals that come
here are ones which have had a miserable start in life. They have
"een abused, ill-treated, abandoned, unloved or unwanted. We
\want them to have the best home we can find, where they will be
be cared for and loved for the rest of their life. We have a strict
rehoming policy for this reason. If people cannot fulfil our
requirements or we feel they would not make good pet owners we
refuse them. Our new questionnaire for potential pet owners is
long and detailed, asking about previous pets owned, knowledge
of vaccinations, details of their vet, their views on neutering and
proof of housing contract and so on. People who have owned
animals before are often inflexible and ignorant while first time
pet owners are more likely to listen and are more willing to leamn.
While some may say we are too strict, (for example we will never
give away a dog that will be kept chained but insist that the owner
builds a sturdy fence around the garden or keep it inside as a
family member), it is important we stick to our principles of
raising the level of pet ownership, not lowering our standards to
the general level where lack of responsibility and ignorance
prevail. '
It is appauling that local authorities like the hokensho who should
know better since they kill nearly a million pets a year and who
should be setting a good example, actually hand out puppies to
anyone without proper checks and without insisting on health
care, neutering or responsible pet care. No wonder these animals
are returned to the hokensho a year or so later.

ARK's Rehoming Guide and Questionnaire are available free to
anyone who wishes to have them.
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