PET TAILS

The Trap of Torture

It was a Friday afternoon when the phone call came through
to ARK. A dog had been discovered caught in a trap. Few
details were given so I found myself travelling towards Nishi
Nose with Elizabeth Oliver not really knowing what to
expect. We met up with the woman who had phoned and
were shown to a steep grassy bank behind her house. There
completely obscured from view lay a small brown dog. Her
pointed face and slender. frame reminded me of a fox. My
gaze however was soon averted to her hideously swollen
front foot, totally clamped in a rusted metal trap. Her eyes
were clouded with pain and she lay motionless in the
undergrowth. Even people fussing around did nothing to
rouse her attention. Despite being little more than a puppy
herself she was already a mother. All the pups except one
had been picked up by the Hokensho. My initial meeting
with Genevieve made me feel that luck really wasn't on her
side.

Our first problem was how to free her foot. It was
a leg hold trap, old fashioned and brutal. Two
curved bands of metal had enclosed and
partially severed the foot from either
side. I slipped two leads around
Genevieve's neck for security.
Then Elizabeth attempted to
part the two metal clamps which
were sunk deep.into the flesh. I
tried desperately to hold onto
the leads as Genevieve writhed
around in what must have been
unimaginable pain. Mercifully
her foot was released and she
hurled herself around madly. 1
was terrified she would struggle
free but she didn't. Soon she was
in a cage in the back of the jeep
looking frightened and
bewildered. An elderly woman who had been looking on,
disappeared off into the bushes and returned with a small
brown puppy no ‘more than three weeks old. He was
immediately reunited with his mother. For a moment her
eyes showed recognition, before confusion and fear set in
once more.

When we arrived back at ARK the extent of Genevieve's
injury became apparent. Her left front foot was grotesquely
swollen with a deep open gash across the front and back.
She was immediately taken to the vet's, another traumatic
but unavoidable ordeal for poor Genevieve. Her foot was
treated and the staff gathered round in horror to view the
barbaric trap. Her harrowing day finally came to an end
when she returned to ARK with her puppy.

Over the next few days Genevieve's foot continued to
worsen. What had started as a deep gash became a gaping
hole, exposing bone and tendons. She also seemed to have
lost sensation in the foot. Hetr puppy, now named Bart,could
roll over onto it without causing any obvious discomfort to
his mother. Nobody wanted to think of the worst but the
awful question was looming, would Genevieve have to lose
her foot? ’

1t soon became apparent Genevieve would have to stay at
the vet's for constant treatment. Everyone at ARK awaited
eagerly for news. To start with there seemed to be no real
improvement but finally the foot began to heal. Around this
time Bart returned to ARK. He was a lively character,
affectionate and charming.

Finally almost a month after my first meeting with
Genevieve, she returned to ARK . It was really heartening
to see her again. Her foot was nearly back to its normal size
and the gaping hole was reduced to a line of scar tissue. She
could walk with only a slight limp and although still timid,
would greet people with bright eyes and a wagging tail.

Given time a faint scar across Genevieve's foot will probably
be the only trace of all the distress and suffering that this
young dog has had to endure.

Genevieve however, will never forget and neither should we.
Leg hold traps are barbaric and potentially lethal. They
should have no place in any society. The use of inhumane
traps should be stopped to try and prevent other animals or
small children suffering as Genevieve has done.

. Claire Jacob
Post script:

Genevieve has now found a wonderful home with the Hamaokas
who are regular volunteers at ARK. They always bring her and
Tetsu, another stray they adopted, when they come . Her foot has
healed perfectly and only because we know her story can we detect
a slight scar on her foot.
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