Ao

¢

&Jﬁ«h ‘

A VOICE FOR ANIMALS

Spring 1996

iBeingﬁPrepared

One vear has passed since the Great Hanshin Earthquake.
Due to the scale of the disaster and the lack of emergency

facilities to handle animals, many died tragically : some
were needlessly euthanized, others died of stress due to
inexperienced handling and/or lack of understanding of
what they had been through and how to deal with their
needs, others became lost for ever.

Japan as evervone knows is prone to natural disasters like
earthquakes, typhoons, severe flooding and volcanic
eruptions. It is therefore all the more essential that
preparations should be made before disaster strikes. It may
be impractical and economically unfeasible to build and
“eep emergency facilities in readiness at all times * but at

w_<ast a nationwide list of places able and willing to take in
animals in times of emergency could be set up. For example
places which already have secure facilities for animals like
training centres, veterinary clinics, pet hotels, even
hokenshoes. (dog pounds)

We also need practical manuals with guidelines for pet
owners on how to prepare for an emergency and what to do
when disaster strikes. A simple measure like always ensuring
your pet wears an identity tag could save its life. One
assumes this is common sense but regretably it is mostly
ignored by Japanese pet owners with the result that
hundreds of pets get lost each year and are never found.

Animals are always at the bottom of the list where the
authorities are concerned, they regard pets as peoples’
property like TVs and cars. They neither appreciate the
integral part they play in family life nor that they are like
children to many. )

Emergency plans should include animals as well as people
and it should not just be left to volunteer groups to cope in
times of disaster.

* A substantial portion of the funds raised for the animal
victims of the Great Hanshin Earthquake remains unused.
We are told that this money is being set aside for future
emergencies . We hope these funds will be genuinely used
for the benefit of animals in emergency situations.
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