ANIMAL ANGLE

Good Life in Prefectural Residences starts
with Mutual Understanding and
Co-operation.

Rules for the Community.

Prohibition of Things which Cause
Trouble.

Dogs, cats and other animals may not be kept as pets in prefectural
housing.

The presence of pets gives rise to unhygienic conditions, such as
animal hair scattered around the complex and odors from urine and
faeces, distressing and annoying neighbors. Barking and howling are
also a great nuisance, and can even cause terror in people who are
afraid of animals, |

We ask all residents to work together in eliminating pet ownership
from prefectural housing, and to spread full understanding and

awareness of this matter throughout the complex.
A Request to All Pet Owners

To all residents of prefectural housing who currently own dogs, cats or
other animals: although love for your pets no doubt makes it difficult,
we must insist that all animals being kept in your apartments be given
away to acquaintances or otherwise be removed. Please realize that
many of your neighbors find the animals a nuisance. In order to
" respect the rights of others and the rules of the community, pets must

be removed promptly.

Regarding Dogs and Cats...
- Please find a new home for your pet(s) among acquaintances or
others.

- - If no new owner can be found, please go to your closest prefectural

“\w/hokensho to discuss a solution.

The tone of these Prefectural Guidelines tells us exactly
how the Prefectural officials regard the role of pets in
peoples’ lives, namely just as nuisances, which are
smelly, dirty, noisy and cause trouble. The ‘co-existence’
of humans and pets simply doesn’t exist in their narrow
volcabulary and imagination.This bureaucratic stance
hinders is counter-productive to education about pets and
encourages an anti-pet attitude.

We believe that everyone’s rights and feelings should be
respected. Most pet owners keep their animals healthy
and clean but there are a few irresponsible pet owners
who either let their pets breed or who take in more
animals than they can cope with. These people often
ignore others’ feelings and fail to understand that they are
causing trouble. The actions of a few tarnish all pet
owners with the same brush, thus the anti-pet lobby is
strong. A few guidelines for pet owners as well as some
for non-pet owners are given on the next page.
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