ANIMAL ANGLE

Osaka Prefecture Pushing

over Its No-Pet Policy

Residents forced to move from old houses into new apartment
block cannot take their pets with them.

In Meguri-cho, Hirakata city, old houses are being torn down
and residents forced to move into new Prefectural housing
blocks. Some residents have lived there for 30 years. About one
third keep pets. The Prefecture has told them to find new homes
for their pets or consult with the hokensho. i.e. have them
destroyed. Many of the pets as well as their owners are elderly.
Several have declared they will commit suicide rather than be
forced to part with the pet they consider as their child.

The Prefecture is insensitive to the feelings of these people and
their right to happiness. Pets are essential to the mental and

_ physical well-being of elderly people. Forcing them to destroy
the pet they love will lead to depression , illness and an earlier
death. In addition, when these pets are abandoned and end up
strays, the Prefecture will have to expend a lot of time and tax
payers’ money trying to catch and exterminate them.

ARK visited the Housing and General Affairs Department at
Osaka Prefectural Office and delivered a petition (see below)
asking the Prefecture to reconsider its decision. The Prefectural
answer is “NO Comment.”

Total number of houses scheduled for demolition 950. First
stage : 235 households have to move out by beginning of next
month (November).
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