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Generosity Betrayed

After the Great Hanshin Earthquake people from all over Japan sent
generous donations to help the animals which had been injured or made
homeless by the quake. Two official Centres were finally set up to cope
with these animal victims.Sanda run by Hyogo Prefecture and the
"~ “apan Veterinary Association and Hiyodani-dai run by the Japan

“_himal Welfare Association in cooperation with Kobe city and Hyogo

Prefecture. Both places have been run by veterinarians, some paid
staff and volunteers.

Now, despite the huge funds which have accumulated, both these
centres are scheduled to close. Sanda will close at the end of November
and Hiyodani-dai probably in March next year. Even before closing
officially both these places have been winding down their operation
and refusing to take in new animals. They know fully well that many
people are still without homes or are living in temporary accomadation
and that there is nowhere they can take their animals. Upto now these
pets may have been kept beside the rubble of the old home, maybe tied
to a small kennel but once rebuilding starts there is no place for them
until the new home is finished. Everyday ARK receives phone calls
from people in this predicament .

We would like to know why these centres are closing, despite the fact
there is still a need for them ?

What will happen to the-animals remaining at these centres ?

How they can justify the amount of money they have used, without
being prepared to continue helping the earthquake animals ?

How do they propose to use the remaining surplus funds which people
donated for helping the animals ?

ARK set up its own emergency facilities with no financial assistance,
recognition or support from either cities or prefectures. We realize that
although the Earthquake is ‘old news’, its effects are still lingering and
that it will take a lot longer than people originally predicted for homes
to be rebuilt and peoples’ lives to return to normal. We will continue to
help both owners and animals as best we can, although our resources
and facilities are limited.
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