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The meaning of volunteer
In an international survey on volunteering, to the question “Would
youlike to be a volunteer ?” Japanese response was overwhelmingly

Yes.” However to the question “ have you actually done any

voluntary work or do you belong to any voluntary organization, .

Japanese ranked lowest among all nationalities.

The word volunteer in Japan has somewhat romantic or 1deahstlc
connotations simply because few people have practical experience
of being one.Since the earthquake the meaning of the word
“volunteer “ has become a reality. How many volunteers thought
idealistically it would be a nice thing to be and then when faced

with the hard reality of working long hours, unpaid, unpraised, .

often in uncomfortable dirty situations, gave up in disappointment
and returned to their comfortable homes and convenient life-style.

For those that have stuck it out however, it is probably the greatest

experience of life they could ever have. Through it they will have
matured, become more sensitive and less self-centred.
We have had many volunteers at ARK since the quake. Some.

' found the long hours and hard physical work too much and gave

up. Others came with no knowledge of practical work nor of
animals but were willing to learn and benefit from the experience.
Most have worked uncomplainingly and concienciously with the
welfare of the animals uppermost in their minds.

Our thanks go out to all of them , for without them we could not
have rescued and cared for so many earthquake victims . Some
reflections on being a volunteer at ARK can be found in this
newsletter.
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