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AFTER EFFECTS OF THE QUAKE

“_/ARK’s daily life has been very much affected by the aftermath of the Great
Hanshin Earthquake. Requests from owners who have nowhere to keep their pets
are still coming in. These people were able to have their pets with them in the
evacuation centres or on short stay with friends or relatives after the quake but
now as their former homes are demolished to make way for reconstruction, they
have to find other places to keep them.

Ideally of course owners should be able to keep their pets with them even if the
accommodation is temporary but as we predicted would probably happen is
indeed happening. People are not being allowed to take pets into temporary
housing facilities and most private or city housing stick stubbornly to their policy
of banning pets. They refuse to make any exceptions for earthquake victims.

While some cities like Nishinomiya and Kobe sit on the fence, Ashiya, and -~

Kawanishi refuse to compromise. This has meant that many owners have been
‘faced with having to make the tragic decision to either euthanize, abandon or take
their pet to the hokensho.

Other emergency centres besides ARK are overflowing. We have had to ask
people to wait until space here becomes available. Most of the animals already
at ARK have settled down and a lot of the initial stress factors, diarrhoea, loss of
appetite, depression have decreased. We are happy for these animals when their
owners are able to come and visit them.

Sadly many of the earthquake animals at ARK have no owners. There are cases
where the owner died in the quake, others who’s owner is too elderly or infirm
to continue caring for them and the rest we have no way of knowing if they
belonged to anyone. We appeal to ARK members and supporters to help in
finding these animals loving homes. You can also help by becoming a sponsor
of earthquake animals which will remain permanently at ARK.
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