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After the Quake

Although we hope that we never again have to face
such a huge disaster, it is nevestheless important to
draw lessons from the Great Hanshin Earthquake
and to be prepared for future emergencies. The
problem is not just in rescuing animals but in holding
them safely and securely until their owners can be
found.

Lack of facilities.

It is painfully clear that Japan has almost no facilities
able to absorb large numbers of animal victims. The
only facilities are in veterinary offices* or pet hotels
or in recently erected pet evacuation centres, where
animals are crammed into small travelling cages and
these are often stacked one on top of another. These
may be alright for a day or two but are totally
inadequate for a longer period of time. (¥ some
veterinarians actually exploited the plight of
desperate owners by charging double the regular
rates for boarding.) .

Care of rescued animals.

While groups of volunteers are quicker off the ma,
and better organized than government organizations,
most are unfamiliar with handling animals especially
those in a stressed situation. Diet and handling should
be carefully monitored to avoid stress-related
illnesses. Even veterinarians are unused to cases like
these. Rescued animals should be isolated and
vaccinated immediately to avoid the spread of disease
and to reduce stress factors.

Finding owners and rehoming.

It is pot feasible to rehome animals until we establish
that their owners have been found (this may take
months as many people are still hospitalized) or
unless the owner relinquishes ownership. Many
animals were literally given away just after the
quake to anyone that wanted them. Many of these
were breed animals snapped up to sell on to breeders.
We are saddened that owners desperately searching
for their lost pets lost them for ever. Other owners in
a state of shock, confused and distressed were told
their only option was to euthanize their pet.

Keeping pets and owners together.

Both pets and owner benefit from being togetho_’
While we try our best at ARK to make animals as
comfortable and happy as possible, we cannot replace
the love of their owner. People that have lost
everything, their home, their financial stability and
often family members, are now having to be separated
from the most precious thing they have left, their pet.

Bureaucratic Insensitivity

Now the government is moving people into temporary
housing. However even temporary housing may ban
pets. This policy is typically bureaucratic, short-
sighted and insensitive. Without taking the
importance of pets in peoples’ lives into consideration
asecond tragedy will occur. People will be forced to
abandon pets since the present emergency pet
facilities cannot cope with the numbers. The pets
will become a public hazard and will breed since
most are not neutered. Who will take responsibility
for this?

'ARK appeals to all city authorities in the
quake affected areas to take urgent steps to
ensure pets can stay with their owners and
be cared for by them.
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