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PET TAILS

The story of

“Chibi and Momoko

Five years ago some kids in the neighbourhood
picked up a puppy. This was Chibi. I couldn’t
adopthermyself so I tried tofindahomeforher
without success. Chibi nevertheless stayed
around. She had astrong characterand a habit of
barkingatpeoplebutwas perfectly happy playing
by herself.

In December of the same year, I woke up at
midnight tothe sound of Chibi screaming. When
I went out to check her I couldn’t find anything
physically wrong with her. By mid-January I
realized [ had to take her toa vet WhenI picked
herupto putherinthe car, she cried once and lost
conciousness. During the half hour drive she
became conscious again and her eyes filled with
tears. She had ahigh temperature and something
was wrong with herfrontleg. The X-ray showed
up as a black mass instead of a normal white
bone. The vetsaid itcould be a tumour in which
case the leg should be amputated. But since

=—<Chibi was a stray and unable to survive on three

legs he suggested it might be better to euthanize
her.

Atthat pointI decided tokeepher. After weeks
of treatment she got slowly better. It wasn’ta
tumour that caused her suffering. Someone has
smashed her leg bone into fragments, most
" likely with an iron bar. Her back bone was
broken too. Itwas amiracle she was notcrippled.

Two years later 1 happened to see a setter
wandering around the parking lot of a
supermarket. This was Memoko. People told
me that Momoko’s owner was a hunter who had
left her there when the hunting season finished.
Shortly after this someone called the hokensho.
She was chased butescaped. She was on the run
for a year. Others also chased her and threw
stones. Her back leg was broken while she was
trying to escape. She gradually became to hate
neople so much that she couldn’t even trust
Lose who gave her food.

She later gave birth to five puppies. Once they
were able to walk she resumed her old habit of
going to the supermarket car park tolook for her
owner taking the pups along too. One was hit by
acarand therest were snatched by thehokensho.
Momoko wandered around desolately for two
days and nights crying for herlost pups. She was
so tired that finally she went to the house where
sheknew they wouldfeed her. WhenI contacted
the ‘hokensho and told them I would keep
Momoko they said she was dangerous and if
they couldn’t catch her they would shoot her.
Together with the family that were feeding her
we managed to gether. It tookalong time tc win
Momoko’s trust, she was so scared of people
and it was difficult to get close to her. People
always assumed she would bite. She was still
weak from her year- long flight and I wondered
if she would survive. She slowly transformed
and after a month began wagging her tail and
smiling. Shelooked after Chibi as if she were her
own pup. Out walking Chibi tended to run off
butMomoko nolonger needed aleadand always
stayed close tome.  Keiko Onishi

~ volunteer who felt this

Postscript: Due to
personal difficulties Mrs
Onishi was forced to
search for someone to
take care of Chibi and
Momoko. She tried
everything and finally
came to ARK to beg us
to take them. Her
genuinelove of these two
dogs and concernabout
their future was so great
that we agreed to look
after them. Momoko was
adopted in September
with Mrs Onishi’s
agreement by a

dog more thanany other
deserved aloving home.

Chibiisstill atARK.
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