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Finding a good vet
Good vets do exist but how to go about
finding one? Obviously factors like
proximity, times of opening, convenience
are important as well as whether you need
routine or specialist advice. Here are some
pointers.

Does the vet belong to the American Animal
Hospital Association, AAHA ? Vets affiliated
with AAHA are more likely to be upto date on
the latest advances in veterinary medicine.
Is the vet a generalist or specialist. If he’s a
specialist, in what area? If he’s not, 1s he
willing to recommend a specialist ?
Is the veterinarian easy to talk to ? Does he
listen to you ? Does the vet explain fully the
procedure he’s doing, why he is doing it and
the consequences? Few people are prepared to
ask questions or demand explanations but
since your animal’s health is at stake a= ~
you’re paying for the service, you should. —
What are his surgery hours ? Does he have an
emergency number?
Does the vet have his own pets? If he does the
chances are he likes animals. How does he
handle your pet and is it at ease with him?
Does he keep accurate records of immunization
and so on and does he send out reminders?
A first time routine physical examination
should include the following :

* Sexing the animal (sounds obvious but even
vets have been known to mistake gender)
» Taking the temperature and recording weight
* Checking heart and chest with stethoscope
» Checking eyes, mouth, ears, genitals
* Doing a blood test (this is especially important
for dogs in Japan to detect filaria or heartworm)
» Taking a faeces sample to test for parasitic
worms
» Examining skin, taking a scraping for tes\s,{'
necessary
Costs: Here comes the crunch. From
experience we find it pays to shop around.
High prices do not necessarily indicate high
skills. However if you are dealing with a
specialist and his treatment is satisfactory,
you can’t really quibble about the cost. He
should certainly tell you in advance how much
an operation or test will be and if he doesn’t
you should ask.

Medicines are costly and it is here the vet

makes his money. There seem to be no
regulations here regarding the labelling of
drugs. There is no indication what’s in them,
what are the side effects if any and what they
are for. Vet’s won’t divulge this information
unless you ask them.
Readers are invited to contact ARK if they
need help in finding a good vet. We would also
like to know of peoples’ experiences with vets
they’ve come across.
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