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This March eight ARK members, volunteers and friends toured
" Britain visiting various animal welfare organizations and their
facilities.

From London we travelled through the Cotwolds, where we
visited the Guide Dogs for the Blind Breeding Centre in
Warwickshire. This Centre was also the headquarters for the
Warwickshire Police Dog Training facility and Dogs for the
Disabled. We then had two days at the world famous Crufts Dog

ow, where we could watch top dogs from around the country
\_ompeting and giving demonstrations in agility and obedience.
Also in Warwickshire we visited a shelter run by the National
Canine Defence League with 300 rescued dogs, many of them
greyhounds.

Next we went North and visited Bleakholt Animal Sanctuary,
one started, like ARK, from small beginnings and run entirely
by volunteers, from children to the elderly. Bleakhoit is caring
not only for cats and dogs but also abandoned rabbits, pigs,
horses and cows. Turning south to Cambridge our next stop
was Wood Green, which runs several shelters and probably has
some of the most advanced facilities in the world. We wish that
various local authorities in Japan will use Wood Green as a

model for animal shelters in the future. . Finally we visited.

Battersea Dogs Home in London, the oldest shelter in existence
and one that handles nearly 20,000 stray animals a year.

For all of us it was a great learning experiénce. Not only could
we study the way shelters are organized, funded and run but
could also observe how naturally pets fit into everyday life in
Britain.

In this special edition, members of our tour have each written
their own impressions.

For anyone interested in loaning videos of the various shelters
(dialogue in English), please contact ARK
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