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Letter from Kyoto City's Dept of Health and Hygiene
(Environment and Protection Section) dated 21/1/94

In answer to your request to stop abuse to animals (on the premises known as
"Alligator"). After receiving the letter (from ARK and other animal welfare organi-
zations) delivered at the mayor's Office on 23/7/93 - we gave a warning to Alligator.

We had previously received similar requests from other animal welfare organiza-
tions. At that time our staff did a spotinvestigation but could not find enough evidence
to prove animal abuse. We cautioned the manager of Alligator to take proper care of
the animals in his charge according to the law pertaining to animals under exhibition
(feeding and custody): to provide adequate food, water, exercise and allow enough rest
and sleep; to clean daily the place where the animals were kept; and to prevent disease.

However Alligator stopped business, and closed down in the middle of December
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Alligator closes - No thanks to Kyoto City

On 23 July last year, Ark presented a letter
signed by several animal protection groups to the
Mayor of Kyoto to protest cruelty to a silver fox
at the shop known as Alligator.

From the letter we recently received, it appears

Kyoto city considers the case now closed since

Alligator has closed down. ,

No mention is made of the fate of the silver fox
not the other reptiles kept by Alligator. Alligator
may well reappear in a different place under a
new name and continue its former business.

We assume Alligator closed down due to poor
business, not through pressure by Kyoto city on
its abuse of animals.

The letter says there was no clear case of
animal abuse at Alligator according to the Law

{ for Animals kept for Exhibition purposes. Yeta

wild animal (the silver fox) was chained outside
the shop all day in all weathers, subject to con-

tinual noise and stress as well as being poked by
passers-by. It had no place to escape from this
torment. All these factors clearly contravene the
existing law.

There have been and still are many cases of
animal abuse and neglect in Kyoto which the
City prefers to ignore. One in particular is the
notorious Kyogoku Pet Shop which has been in
operation for many years despite endless protests
by individuals and animal protection societies
overthe over-crowded, miserable,and unhygienic
conditions under which the animals are housed
and displayed, especially the rare wild animals
which it now deals increasingly with.

For acity which prides itself on its long history
of tradition and culture, Kyoto should feel shame
for its apathy and lack of action in enforcing
animal welfare and protection.
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