PET TAILS

 Babes in the Wood

There have been some pretty shocking
cases of animal abuse and neglect which have passed
through the gates of ARK, but few as heart-wrenching
as the one which occurred not long ago in otr very
own backyard.

It was around the time of Obon and the
rain had been falling continuously for days. Early
one morning, taking a group of dogs out for their
morning walk, an ARK helper suddenly became
aware of a soft whimpering coming from within the
trees. When she went to investigate, there, huddled
together beneath the scant shelter of a fallen tree,
were three tiny puppies. They were soaked through
and their little bodies shivered uncontrollably. Weak
with hunger and fatigue, dazed and numb, they
hardly knew what happened as they were scooped up
and carried home.

The puppies could not have been more
than one month old and, by their condition, they had
obviously been abandoned several days before.
Returning to the scene to check that none had been
separated and left behind, just a short distance away
there was found one more puppy huddled alone on
the forest floor. This puppy, the smallest and weakest
of the litter, was lucky to have been found at all for
t could hardly be seen being literally covered in a
swarming mass of blue bottle flies.

All of the puppies seemed to be specked
with tiny white spots. Upon closer inspection, to the
horror of those involved, these specks turned out to
be worms, live, squirming maggots which covered
the puppies’ bodies. There were millions of them,
and the puppies had to be soaked repeatedly in warm
water and combed in order to remove them all. The
next day gaping craters had appeared in the puppies’
skin. From within these holes larger maggots could
be seen writhing in masses. Pouring iodine into the
boles and forcing the maggots out one by one was the
only way to get rid of them.

Normally maggots are laid as eggs within
the dead and rotting bodies of carcasses. When the
veterinarian was asked why this might have occurred
on the live bodies of the puppies his answer added a
further dimension of horror to the story. What
probably happened was that the puppies had been
attacked by crows, their flesh pecked and ripped by
the birds until it was raw and bleeding. From there
flies came, attracted by the blood, and laid eggs

“within the wounds. The eggs hatched into maggots
‘\Vhich then burrowed within and feasted upon the
skin and flesh of the puppies.

Can you imagine the terror and pain these
poor puppies endured? Can you imagine someone
dumping these tiny creatures, hardly weaned from
their mother’s body, and leaving them to this kind of
fate? How could this sadist sleep at night after
committing such an act?! Yet this kind of thing is
done all the time. These puppies were found in time
to be rescued and nurtured back to health; but many
others are not so lucky and will die alone and terrified
never knowing a warm touch or a kind word.

The puppies are older now and have all
been taken to new homes where we hope they are
loved and happy. Perhaps they have been able to
forget the horrors of their past, or perhaps a dim
memory of it will haunt them for the rest of their
lives. We can never really know the full affect this
kind of ill treatment may have on animals. We can
only hope that a new home with a loving and attentive
owner will show them that not all humans possess
such cruelty and that, with the right family, they can
be happy and safe for a lifetime.

Kirsten Lutes
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A Happy New Year from
the Staff, Uolunteers
and Animals at ARK
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