ANIMAL ANGLE

. The other day we received the
following fax from an ARK member:

10/15 Friday: Today 1 received a
complaint about my pet cats. The cats
which I am-keeping in the garage of my
apartment complex supposedly urinated in
the open air vent of the car next to mine.
The owner of the car complained that the
urine caused such a stench in the car that
he’d had to have the engine part replaced.
I was asked to pay ¥51,294 for this
replacement.

My wife called the man and told
him that our cats had all been neutered and
therefore no longer spray the offensive
smelling urine used by animals to mark
territory. To this the man replied
threateningly, “It’s pointless talking to
someone as ignorant as you. I'll dispose of
the cats myself!”

This was not our first trouble with
this man. Once, in April, I received a
¥200,000 bill for a scratch on his new car.
When I examined the car myself I could
find no scrazch. ‘I told him there was no
scratch to be found, but offered to wax his
car just the same. He was content with the
free wax job and didn’t demand payment.
That was the last of his false accusations
until today.

After the threatening phone call

~ went down to feed the cats only to find their
Jfood and water bowls missing. I'm sure he
took them out od spite. Because these cats
are my responsibility I will work hard to
protect them; but, there is only so much [
can do by myself. Please help me with this
dilemma.

There are many cases of blackmail
like this one, and pet owners are especially
vulnerable because they fear for the safety
of their animals. Once the demanded money
is paid, new bills and new charges will
continue to come. There definitely is a
limit to what one person can do. If you
receive a threat like this, do not try to
handle it yourself. Instead consult alawyer
or, if necessary, inform the police.
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Warning to Pet Owners.

Many friendly well-cared for cats are
disappearing. Caught and sold for
shamisen skins. Keep your cats inside
especially at night.

Rare dogs too are popular - stuffed.
Jewellers dealing in this grisly trade often

. pose as potential owners and answer

newspaper advertisements offering free
animals which people can no longer
keep.
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