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A Step In The Right Direction

The decision passed in the Osaka Prefectural Assembly on

October 8th to stop the selling of abandoned pets from the hokensho to
laboratories for vivisection is a weicome step in the right direction.
However, this by itself does not solve the problem of how to stop animals
being abandoned in the first place. Osaka Prefecture shouid take a lead
in deterring the widespread abandonment and abuse of animals.

1) Make neutering a priority to reduce numbers:

- Promote neutering through an advertising

campaign with the help of the mass media;

)

- Offer a neutering subsidy as incentive;
- Reduce registration fees for neutered animals;
- Put pressure on veterinarians in the Kansai
area to lower neutering fees.
Initiate compulsory, cheap registration of all animails with heavy

penalties for those who do not comply: .

- Replace present outdated tag registration system with

computerized micro-chip system. The micro-chip, carrying all necessary

data,

is easily implanted under the animal’s skin by a veterinarian. Each

animal receives one number for life. Not only would this allow lost animals
to be swiftly reunited with their owners, but also people who abandon
animals could be speedily identified and prosecuted.

3) Abolish killing centers such as the one at Morinomiya:

The notorious center at Morinomiya is scheduled to be replaced

with an animal protection center. This new facility should place priority on
the care and specific needs of the animals:

- Staff should be trained in basic handling of

animals to cause minimum fear and distress;

- Euthanasia by injection should replace the
mass killing by gas currently used;
- Animals should be transported and housed as comfortably as

possible. Housing should be clean, warm, dry, and light with adequate
food and fresh water. Animals should be separated according to type or
specific needs. Sick or injured animals, those with young, or particularly
aggressive animals should be housed separately.

4) Educate the public:

- Encourage pet owners to assume a life long

responsibility for their pets;

- Encourage people to adopt abandoned pets;
- Teach children in school that they should respect animals, and

how to care for pets properly in order that they may better understand
them.
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