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Haiji

It was when I was on my way home from Mt
Myoken where I'd gone to enjoy the hydrangea
blossoms that I found the dog. From a distance I
saw the figure of a slender dog with a graceful
face standing like a statue with her frontleg bent.
Approaching her carefully I noticed her ribcage
stood out from her body and her bones were so
pointed thatI felt pain when I touched them. But
her eyes were filled with warmth. Her face
haunted me long after I gotin my carand returned
home.

She looked as if she had been waiting for her
master unfed, not realizing that she had been
abandoned. She had probably runup toastrange
car hoping it was her master's only to be hit and
getseverelyinjured. What terrible things human
beings dotoanimals, as one of them I apologized
to her. When I told my daughter what I had seen
and what I had felt she suggested I ask ARK for
help. What a selfish idea. I decided to adopt the
dog and called ARK to ask them to save herlife
for me. When I went to meet Ms Oliver at the
place I had seen her, the dog had already been
rescued. The dog's soft eyes looked to me dim
with tears. The following day, Sunday, I visited
her at ARK and helped them take ticks off her

body. To add to her torment hundreds of ticks

were sucking blood from that thin skinny body.

At the vet's the next day, we were told that the

reason she kept her front leg bent up was

because she had an infection from the injury in’
her shoulder. She was infested with worms which
caused bad diarrhea. Such terrible things will

continue to happen unless we, human beings,
change our attitude towards pets.

How can I close my eyes if I come across the
same thing again? But what can I do? I feltlike
giving some beautiful name to this sad pitiful
dog. I met her as the beautiful hydrangeas were
blossoming. Hydrangea ... Haiji ... Yes Haiji!
The name suits her. I really hope she will live
long and happily.

Yoshiko Nishi

Pointers such as Haiji are used for hunting.
When the season ends in March they are
discarded in the mountains because it is too
troublesome and expensive to keep them during
the summer. When the new season opens these
callous, uncaring hunters buy another dog. The
abandoned dogs wandering in search of their
homes often die of starvation or are hit by cars.
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Used Telephone Cards for ARK

For every used telephone card or any prepaid
train/dept. store card received ¥10 will be donated
to ARK. Thetargetis ¥100,000 by August 1994.
Please send to Alan Gibson, Kobe Port, PO Box
2261, 651-01, or to ARK. Thank you.
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ARK Animal Refuge Kansai 595 Noma Ohara, Nose-cho, Toyono-gun, Osaka-fu 563-01 Japan Tel (0727) 37-0712 Fax (0727) 37-1645



