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Captive fox dJsplay sparks animal rights protest

By MASON FLORENCE
Regional correspondent

KYOTO — An indoor fishing
pond here that has been an-
gling for customers using a
pet fox as bait has raised the
ire of local animal rights ac-
tivists who claim it and other
businesses are exploiting ani-
mals for commercial gain.

Osaka-based Animal Ref-
uge Kansai plans to hold a

J protest rally outside the

downtown amusement center
Alligator on Friday to high-
light the lack of legal protec-
tion for animals in Kyoto.

The group, which led a suc-
cessful campaign against ani-
mal cruelty in Tenri, Nara
Prefecture earlier this year,
will also present a written ap-
peal to the Kyoto mayor’s of-
fice, calling on the city to en-
force and strengthen existing
animal protection regula-
tions.

Alligator, which opened two
years ago, has used a number

A SILVER FOX sits tied up
outside the Alligator amuse-
ment center in Kyoto.

of wild animals, including
large snakes, an alligator and
the cwrrent silver fox, in its
street display window to at-
tract passers-by.

‘“This shop exploits animals
just for the sake of sheer
amusement,” said Elizabeth
Oliver, director of ARK. “It’s
a heart wrenching sight to see

a wild creature used in this
inhumane way.”

Oliver said animal protec-
tion laws in Kyoto are less
stringent than other parts of
Japan, and even the laws that
exist are not being enforced
or are too vague to be applied.

Masayoshi- Sanekata, Alli-
gator’s manager, said he
agreed the laws are often
vague, but noted the fox is
well cared for and the busi-
ness is in no way breaking the

aw.

“(The fox) is provided with
food and air conditioning. We
have been checked out more
than once by officials from
the Environmental Agency
and there were no probleras,”
he said.

“I believe in protection and
preservation, but there is no
universal standard,” Saneka-
ta said. *“The idea that some
people think it’s OK to keep a
dog, but not a fox, is absurd to
me. Nobody really knows who

treats their pets properly or
not.”

Oliver said she took t&
matter to the municipal go.
ernment last April after see*
ing the fox on the narrow,
busy downtown street where
Alligator is located. She said
her complaint made to city of-
ficials was not met with com-
passion.

“‘We got as {ar as a man at
the (municipal government)
Health Center who. told us,
‘your,” meaning foreigners’
idea of cruelty and the Japa-
nese definition differ,” Oliver
said.

Since that encounter, she
said she had received many
calls by people who had seen
the fox and shared her feel-
ings, and so had decided to or-
ganize the protest.

“I think that if there are so
many people concerned about
the situation, maybe we can
do something about it,” she
said.

The Japan Times, 21 July 1993
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