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Staff and volunteers with Peter Singer at ARK. Left toright: Yukiko Mukai,Elizabeth
Oliver, Peter Singer, Kumiko Kadota with Chobi, Keiko Matsukura and Haruko
Kusakari.

SPEAKING OUT FOR ALL ANIMALS

Professor Peter Singer visited the Kansai areain June at ARK s invitation.
Professor of Philosophy at Monash University in Melbourne, Australia,
and leading animal activist for around 20 years, Peter Singer gave talks in
Osaka, Kyoto and at ARK. Over 40 people came to ARK to listen to the
talk, as well as to enjoy a day at ARK.

It was the publication of Professor Singer’s book Animal Liberation in
1975 that started a new and more dynamic movementagainst the exploitation
* imals. In his talks he told how he personally became involved by
izing the extent of exploitation of animals by humans. While many
people love their own pets they seldom consider the suffering and pain of
all other animals, animals we use for food, research, experimentation and
entertainment. Animals, he said, are sensitive beings capable of feeling
pain and pleasure, and who have their own interests. And when our

_interests conflict with theirs it is always their interests which have to give

way. Animal liberation, he said, questions the rightof our species - humans
- to assume that we can control and use animals in‘any way we please.
He described how animals are treated, including those in modern factory
farming, such as chickens and pigs. How, for example, egg-laying hens
spend their entire lives in wire cages about the size of a B3 sheet of paper.
These pathetic birds jam-packed up to 6 in a cage unable to even stretch
their wings. Instinctively a hen searches for a quiet soft nesting place. In
these cages there is no peace as they are jostled and pecked constantly by
other stressed hens. Intime their feathers are rubbed off leaving their skins
raw. And pigs normally social and active animals get bored and stressed
being confined in narrow cages all their lives. They are deprived of the
things we take for granted - freedom to move, fresh air, sunlight and social
contact.

Professor Singer said that the animal movement, together with much of the
environment movement, is seeking ways to get us to see that we share the
planet with other species and that we have no God-given right to exploit
them for our benefit.

The talks stimulated much thought and discussion among those who
attended.
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