PET TAILS

B
N (ﬁm )
SERKGEI AT B 3. o
b INS N —o AT . EBTOHHh,
LWwiiFoh, FLEoicEEh T
ESBEWERE, ZORENLDOEDICD
BhiEEL L3, BEE -5 bR
FWIABIENTEN V. KB3A1
B BT (BARCKED) KB/ BT
D—IRADNS [HFOHTV— otz 75
ROBEFHVBHR, HOHFPEOANER
7S icit-TW5B, fEBiFTiEL
W] EWASOSDEIENA -7, BERD
BAREAEZ R HDRA—/—CHL
WICITEE % H X > TOWBRE R85
ZDEDOEXICEXRE ST TIT-> T,

U= JIcFREEADOTVWS Z EEH-

7e® 51, LIk, BRZ I EEATL
35, ES5LTHEhT VWLV,
B, FRBMIcAIT. T JI31508EL<
SWiRHAHIN, EFIPORHOEHE RIS
DL DT, FEEDENRT - L HEMN.
A ORKELNTIFCHhEXNM TS, —
BOFIIAS ENTERL, BENMSD
FL & BADESRNREA 2o FR4
MEEFThbEhATVS, B3R EERD
SIEL O OTHRHIBEE. BBV /O

LD EIRO%DY, MR- ED, Thid

DEWHE LICEAmA LA, 5L
FRoOEFIZETOh, BRELTIT K2
WNSTHEBRNREAEATICC WAL, W
PEh. CARREBICE-7EBDbh 3,
RiBERT. 87 ATE] RoFRKEBEH
{3, BOBAHARLLSEZMV 2
DRIZES>TOLETOVRE., 2-&20
Bl D F A RICHF - Tl > TH
BXhziB 0Ky, 2LTHRO LR
PSR, B, Bt Thiiuvk X,
EREAEAVDELE>TWL HTOFFH
To ZABTELAICHDIFT. BFEICFR
BFNVETCTEDTHS S, BRO/NELP
il - 7 iRic N, FREE I TOoao
Ehb{KoTWi, Ny 2RIFEZLT
bESMIT CIRART, FitREREO%:
Lot BTV, VSIS LE,
Hiers g coRMARE, BiibIhTihE
-7,
[H—H&EF->TWK OB BATY
LIRADNLL o ¢ <1 DRBIE L 12 >
5, 0 L &R  EHOBERIC R A

- ATLED, FRRBIEL & Hic, Ho

Ficdh & TATHTER W, FBRELE.
x5BT TVABAIOIRLTEDS
T, FCRFTLEIOREZ S, BO
BALXZEENS, BTOATESE
bbTbiBbh. L sh. AR
EROD>TWV27DTHA DD B X
3 & LTWBEFbOLESN->TL N
WIEL X, BCBRELAFRIENEDLT
LE D, 2875080 & Wicik
REROESZTLE- LS, ENT
b HEH OSE T 22 L . —EREE,
XL FREFR]LOWAF K T
CRBEICE > 72, -
BEETRAEOERLDT L. K
DHVHEORBELLTTIVWERENRD.

KlEkHTABRBCEELVSRLLD
L BLLABWSVTXELWVWLDT
&ﬁto

SERROKRFEN. TLEFhLvEsd,
HENELOL, 0EVT T/ 4 PRI
(RthBRIEA) B MO TR S %
L. ASAESDE 5 | HikoIRB S5
DEFA L bRH - DEEEE L

[TERICE > B TH->TPSH &
BoTW3ATY, Gild” X{5" &2

'BORN TO SUFFER

At 3 o’clock on 7th March 1993 a tiny life was
extinguished. When I think about how this life
was born, discarded and suffered in such a short
time, I can’t help weeping

On 1st March, while at the office*®, I got a phone
call. A woman said “There is one Nora* with
puppies in a garage near here. She is bleeding
from an open wound in her neck. Please help
her.” The woman had found the dog looking for
food half a month before. She followed her. The
dog led her to puppies in the garage. She took
them food everyday but they never came close
enough to touch. I went there the next day. The
place is a parking lot for 30 cars and lorries with
an entrance usually. shut so people can’t enter.
I looked into the garage through a slit in the fence
and saw four puppies playing around the mother.
The wound was open and bleeding terribly. It
was far worse than I had imagined. Someone
must have put a collar on her as a puppy and then
discarded her. As she grew the collar had eaten
into the neck with such an awful result.

How she must have suffered being repeatedly
mated by various male dogs during the season.
As a matter of course she got pregnant and gave
birth to these puppies. Despite the increasing
agony of the collar slowly eating into her neck,
she was a good mother. Compared to her thin
body the puppies were fat. When I threw a piece
of bread to her, she refused to take it letting the
puppies eat it instead. I was deeply moved by her
maternal instinct.

“Obviously she is getting wedker and weaker
day by day” said the woman sobbing. I wanted to
rescue her right away but when I got near she and
the puppies slipped away between the cars.
The mother dog instinctively distrusted people,
those who had cruelly driven her away despite
her plight. So naturally she distrusted me who
wanted to rescue her. The more I tried the more
suspicious she became. However, we continued
to bring food everyday. A week later we finally
succeeded in catching her and one of the pups.
Immediately we rushed her to the vet.

The wound was gaping and festering. The collar
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had eaten through the flesh down to the bone. I
couldn’t believe how she had managed to live
until now. After a three hour operation the vet
gave his verdict, “Her chances are slim. I must
say honestly it is very difficult to save her. She
is getting weaker and is bleeding internally. A

fifty-fifty chance of survival.” We were very
upset to hear such a pessimistic prognosis. The
woman said, “After she recovers I will keep her
and call her Sakura.” I put my cheek against
Sakura’s cheek and prayed. She was in a deep
sleep. “Gambaru no yo.”(“Hold on, fight
Sakura”). '

The following day, I got a call from the vet.
Sakura had died. I started to tremble and could
no longer hear what the vet was saying. She had
passed away as we had really expected. Tears
rolled down my cheeks. I went to fetch her. The
bandage still wound around her thin neck made
me think again of her terrible wound. She was
probably one year old and looked like a young
dog just sleeping.

I would like to believe that God full of love had
called her to heaven because he wanted to save
her from such a cruel world. 1 would like to
believe that she who had suffered so much in this
world is now playing happily in heaven. All I can
say is “Amen”. - :

The puppy I rescued was taken by someone who
loves dogs, the other three puppies are
uncatchable and I have still not succeeded in
rescuing them.

Note:

* JAWS - Japan Animal Welfare Society office -
South Osaka branch

* “Nora” means stray dog in Japanese

“Sakura” meaning cherry (blossom) is symbolic.
Cherry blossoms are short lived but beautiful

Kazuko Fukuda

This tragic incidence is unfortunately all too
common in Japan. People unthinkingly put collars
on puppies hoping it will make them more
appealing before throwing them away.
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