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Errata-Newsletter No.9

There has been 1o case of rabies in Japan for over
years, not 50 years as stated in "Dog Poisoning “__< _
Illegal” article.
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PET SHOPS - A CRUEL
BUSINESS

- Few people can resist the appeal of puppies and

kittens in pet shop windows. Pet shops thrive on
impulse buying and ignorance of consumers.
People looking for a pet should steer well clear
of them. Most of the animals sold in pet shops are
rejects or surplus from a profit oriented breeding
industry. Breeding females are kept in small,
often filthy cages throughout their short lives.
They are bred continuously so that they are burnt
out within five years. When their teeth rot and
their ability to breed slows down, they are dumped
or killed or sent to the hokensho. The puppies,
taken from their mothers at one month or less,
are transported and sold under inhumane stressful
conditions. In their short lives they suffer from
lack of veterinary care, affectionate and attentive
human care and normal socialization necessary
for a dog or cat. Apart from inbred genetic
defects and health problems, many develop into
neurotic, aggressive unhealthy adults.

Anyone can open and operate a pet shop in
Japan. There is no licencing or inspection system.
While some pet shop owners may genuinely
love animals, the majority are just selling pets as
a money-making business. The animals are
merely commodities. Many make money by
even worse methods. They accept unwanted
mix-breed puppies and kittens for a fee of ¥2,000
- ¥3,000 to cover ‘costs’ for finding them homes
- within a day these are sold off to laboratories
as experimental animals. The pet shop owner
makes money both ways for doing nothing.
Others encourage people to buy a new pet by
offering to dispose of their old one. People leave
their old pet at the pet shop where they buy a new

puppy or kitten. The old pets are of course taken
to the hokensho to be destroyed.

+ Anyone considering buying a pedigree pet
should first contact the national breed society
and ask them for an introduction to a reliable
breeder.

*+ Never buy a pedigree animal without seeing
one or both of its parents in order to check their
type and character. Reputable breeders should
be happy to let you look over their premises and
animals.

 Consider adopting a mixed breed. They are
healthier and hardier than pure breeds and many
are abandoned and in need of loving homes

They often have unique personalities and rewai, .~

you with endless loyalty and love, demanding
little in retumn.

* If you find abandoned animals, try to find new
homes for them yourself by advertising in local
newspapers. Make sure you check people and
their homes carefully. Have them vaccinated
and neutered if possible and make sure in the
case of young puppies and kittens the new owners
will take responsibility for neutering. Keep
checking afterwards.

* Never pass on ammals through a third party
unless they are well Known to you. Personally go
to see the home and the family before you give
away an animal.

* Never leave abandoned animals in the care of
pet shops or give them to children unless you
have checked with the parents first.

ARK is now gathering data on
breeders and pet shops to try to get
laws to control this disgraceful trade.
We would be grateful for any
information on badly run pet shops.
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