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| Teaching the ‘SIT'
[Part 4] ‘

Sitting is natural to a pup. Choose a
quiet place without distractions such
as other dogs. Click your fingers
above the pup's head to get his atten-
tion. As the pup's eyes follow your
hand he will naturally sit. As he does
50, say the command 'SIT' with the
emphasis on the 'T, and immediately
praise him by rubbing his chest. If he
doesn't sit automatically, press his
rear end gently, say 'SIT then praise.
Repeat this exercise several times a
day. Make him sit every time he comes
o jump on you to discourage this an-
noying habit. Never give tit bits, only
words of encouragement and praise.
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Removal of
Dewclaws

Dewclaws are vestigial and unneces-
sary. They don't get worh down like
other claws which touch the ground
and need constant trimming. They
easiiy get caught up on objects and
can cause pain and bleeding. Removal
is simple as the dewclaw is only at-
tached to the leg by loose skin. The
operation requires anaesthesia so a
good time to do it is when the dog is
being neutered.
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Troika, about one year old, was taken
to a vet when someone saw him lying
on the road after being hit.

Unfortunately, the operation was
unsuccessful and his leg dangled
uselessly on the ground. Without any
netves it became bloodied and sore as
he trailed it around. Clearly it would
become gangrenous if something
wasn't done and so we decided on
veterinary advice to amputate the
entire leg. Being young and healthy
he should adapt to three legs and
enjoy a full life again. His rescuer
didn't want a deformed dog knowing
he is unhomeable so he has come to
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