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NORA

The dog who came to stay

Nora died at the beginning of this year.
Eighteen years had passed since he came
in February 1975.

I am not sure when exactly this big male dog
started living in the field in front of my
house. He had possibly been kept by some-
one befor¢. Very friendly to everybody, he
was loved and called "Nora"* by my son
and the children living near-by. He must
have liked the place as he never left it. One
of my neighbours, an old woman, felt pity
for him. She fed him and gave him a red
collar. However, he was nevertheless a
lonely dog with no owner. A month later
problems arose. He was still young and
naughty; bringing shoes or slippers from
other houses and barking at people passing
by. Not all people were dog lovers. Some
said "Let's get the authorities to catch him".
And others said that since nobody wanted
him it was better to call the local pound. At
that time I kept four dogs and two cats in my
house so it was impossible for me to look
after more animals. I knew I had to do some-
thing-for him, but couldn't find a way out.
Nora didn't realise he was marked out by the
local authorities and oblivious to his i~
pending fate he continued to run in a care-
free way around the field playing with the
children. I remember when we said to him
*come", he always came to us readily wag-
ging his tail and rubbed himself against us.
Sometimes he slept stretching his body com-
fortably on the dry grass in a sunny spot.

1 was deeply distressed at the thought of the
local authorities catching and killing such
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a lovely dog. If he had to die it would be

~ better it was done in the field that he loved

and in my arms. [ called a veterinarian to fix
atime to come and euthanise him. Then I
called together my son and the four neigh-
bours who had been looking after Nora. My

son was ¢rying, and the others were silent. ..

Suddenty Mrs Yamamoto, the one who had -
given him the red collar cried out, "Help
Nora, please help him". I cannot forget that
moment nor the feeling that united us. We .=
decided whatever it took we would raise
Nora together, :

The next day, Mr Nakanishi dido't go to
work, instead he made a splendid house for
Nora. We put it in the field with Nora tied to
it on a five meters leash. He was not able to
move as freely as before, but soon got ac-
customed to his restricted life.

Registering him under my name I had him
vaccinated and neutered. From then on he
was our dog and the threat to his life disap-
peared.

A year later when a factory was built in the
field, I moved him to the entrance of my
house. Nora became one of the family and
was with us for 18 years. That was a long
time. Last symmer Nora began to show
signs of old age. On January 4th having
lived as full a life as any dog, he died in my
arms. His departure from this world was so
peaceful. The memory of Nora is still fresh.
Even now I can feel his presence and hear
him sniffing.

* "Nora" means stray dog in Japanese.
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