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DOG POISONING
.~ ILLEGAL |

‘Every Autumn, after the harvest, Osaka

Prefecture used to put out strychnine to kill
wild dogs (for ‘wild" - read dogs which
have been abandoned by irresponsible
owners). Strychnine is a potent (and cheap)

 poison which causes the insides of animals

to literally explode. After eating it they die
in convulsions in a very short time which
means authorities don't have to look far to
find their bodies. Of course not only dogs
eat the poison bait - wild animals such as
foxes, raccoons, weasels and birds as well
as domestic cats also die.

This barbaric practice is carried out in
many rural areas of Japan - not wrban areas
where there is too much risk of human
children being poisoned. But unknown to
most people and most local authorities this
practice isillegal. According to the Rabies
Prevention Law, stray dogs should be
caught alive and only when they have got
rabies should killing be allowed as a last
possible means. Since there has been no
case of rabies for over 50 years in Japan,

allowed as a last possible means. Since
there has been no case of rabies for over 50
years in Japan, there are no animals with
rabies and therefore no excuse to use poi-
son.

Last November, ARK appealed to
Dobutsutachi no Kai* in Tokyo to help in
stopping the poisoning. Thanks to efforts -
through telephone by Renate Herold and
Hitoshi Sugimoto, Osaka Prefecture
agreed to replace strychnine with a barbi-
turate instead. ‘

Dobutsutachi no Kai has had notable suc- -
cess in stopping poisoning in other prefec-
tures too, for example, Ibaragi, October
1991 and Nagoya, March 1991. Anyone
who knows that poisoning is still carried
out in their area should contact ARK or -
Doobutsutachi no Kai, phone 0425-83-
2908.

Trapping and destroying stray cats is al'v_’
illegal, so anyone who knows of this hap-
pening should also contact the above or-
ganisations.

there are no animals with rabies and there-  * Group for Animals
fore no excuse to use poison.
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