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Pets - Our Responsibility

Deciding to have a pet is major decision in our life which we must take
seriously and with responsibility. It means we adopt a new family member and

" we take on the responsibility for his or her life, which on average is 15 years.

The whole family should consider carefully all the responsibilities and
possible problems of pet owning before they actually choose a pet, for
example, whether everyone likes animals, whether they are prepared to give
a lotof time caring for their pet and whether there is adequate space and money
for their new companion.

sart from sudden bereavement, there is no excuse for abandoning or giving'
—up a pet. Many of the excuses people for give for doing so are trivial, however,

the problems can be solved with little effort.

Here are some common reasons or excuses (and some solutions) for pet
abandonment:

- Pet's bad behaviour - too noisy, too smelly, unconu'ollable these problems
stem from ignorant or bad owners.

- Housing - rental contracts nearly always have clauses prohibiting pets, but
are not necessarily legal. Contracts can be checked out with a lawyer before
getting a pet.

- Doctors claim pet cause allergies or illness especially in pregnant women or

young children. There is no evidence to suggest that keeping pets is harmful

to health although some doctors find it an easy way to safeguard themselves
in case a patient becomes ill. If you believe everything your doctor tells you,
then don't keep a pet - otherwise you could change your doctor.

- Growing bored with or tired of a pet - people who want a pet for a novelty
or an accessory should spend their money on toys or playthings not living
animals.

- Pets get pregnant - this is the owner's fault for not neutering their pet.

- Pets brought as toys or entertainment for children - the cute puppy or kitten
soon grows big, loses his or her cuteness and is then thrown away.

With a bit of thought we can prevent a miserable end for one animal at least.
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