PET TAILS

Laika
The Unexpected Heroine
by Rita Glass
We used to live in Osaka's Kyobashi district.
On Valentines Day in February 1978, a cute,
small, brown and white speckied dog suddenly
appeared on the staircase right in front of our
-entrance. She didn't look very healthy and had
vomited, but she insisted on staying and, since
we had a small courtyard with a dog house, we
let her move in. By and by, she became healthy
and played happily. We knew she was young
because of her boundless energy, and after her

- first shampoo her real beauty came to light.

I had been afraid of dogs and didn't

want to let her into the house, but one night after

- attending a concert all that changed. We had

* guests from the Dresden Philharmonic, it was
* raining hard and the dog, stubbomly or cleverly,
- stayed outside her house, crying and barking.

Reing the hostess, I had changed from my
\_~ning gown into a simpler dress and had put
the gown on my bed. Since the dog continued
howling and the rain poured down, I went
downstairs out of pity and let her free. Before
I could stop her, with the speed of a rocket, the
dog rushed to my room and jumped right onto
my evening gown. Her beautiful brown eyes
seemed to say, "Banzai! That's it! This is my
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place!" On seeing the dog my lady friend
from the Philharmonic, who recalled the image
of Laika, the Russian dog who was sent into

- space, cried out, "My God! This is Laika!”

The dog responded at once and so she got her
narge. Nobody in the neighbourhood knew
Wwhere the dog had come from, nor if she
belonged to anyone. Had she, perhaps,
returned from space? ’

Early one morning at the end of
June that same year, Laika suddenly jumped
on my chest and rubbed her nose into my face,
trying hard to wake me up. Still sleepy, I
murmured, "Oh Laika, I'm tired, let me
sleep...” But her rubbing became intense as
she trembled and whimpered. I managed to
lift up my head and, when I glariced at the
window, I both shot up and froze at the same
time. Clouds of thick smoke filled the window
and had already come into my room. I cried
out for my friend, and at that same moment
we heard voices shouting, "Fire! Fire!" With
Laika guiding us to safety we fled the bumning
house and sat in the street, dressed only in
pyjamas, unbarmed and foll of gratitude and
love for Laika who had saved our lives. The
fire had begun at a neighbour's and had spread
to our place and without Laika we might not
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have escaped it in time. In less than half an hour
everything was gone.....

No need to explain that Laika became

the queen. She was a wonderful, cheerful and
intelligent companion who went along on all our
excursions in Japan. She loved travelling by car
and would look regally out of the window and
watch carefully that the driver did not choose the
wrong road. Before a trip she would inform all
the local dogs of her forthcoming adventure. She
loved the mountains and the seashore as much as
her home, where she patiently waited all day for
our retumn. For six months after my friend died of
cancer, Laika still waited for his return. At the
time he usually came home, she would sit on the
bed with her ears straight up and listen... If she
thought she heard footsteps, she would rush to
the door, and sometimes I followed her, thinking
a miracle bad happened. Then it was Laika who
comforted me... i

Three years ago, at 11 years old,
cancer stricken, having survived three operations,
Laika died in my arms. She couldn't jump any
more, but the night before her death, I took her up
again on the bed and for about one hour we
nestled together. How I still myss her. I will never
forget her, what a wonderful friend she was, nor
all the happiness she brought into my life.
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