ANIMAL ANGLE

For'th\e Real Protection
of Animals

by Hikaru Ogawa
The Tenri hell-hole case, which
we reported in our last news letter
should have been a classic case for
prosecution under the 1972 Law for
Protection of Animals. Over the
years thousands of animals died of
dehydration, malnutrition and
disease, as a result of neglect. The
chaining or caging of animals,
unable to escape from this death
camp, was tantamount to torture.
Nara Prefecture acted
f sw1ft1y to rescue the animals once
publicity was focussed on their
. plight but we wonder, why did they
" - pot take earlier action in applying
the animal protection law to close
the place down and prosecute the
senile pair inflicting such misery.
The standard answer is, because it
is difficult to define what cruelty or
ill-treatment is.

Tenri is not the only
case.where the law has been
deliberately evaded. Some years ago
a sadistic man cut off the legs of cats
he trapped in his garden. He was
accused, not, as one might expect,
of cruelty to cats, but of 'damaging

other people's property'.

The law as it stands is
both meaningless and useless - few
know of its existence let alone abide
by its rules. Unless means are found
to administer it efficiently and
prosecution of offenders enforced,
there can be no real protection of
animals in Japan and similar hell
holes of misery and death will appear
again and again.

It's as if
we're just
born to die
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