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A LESSON FROM
"TENRI

Animal 10\)etswhosawﬂleﬁlmonChannel4

‘about the: Tenri hell-hole:mn
shocked. However, the film'gave only a
hmltedwewoftheactlmlnnseryofﬂnshell-
. hole. We cannot sense the pervading smell of
decay and death. We cannot hear the pitiful -

cries, we cannot see the eyes that plead for help.
Animals are stacked in cages or tied unable to

~ escape from their own urine and excrement
.whlchoozeswtalloverﬂlegxmmd. Anyone

entennglsﬁmedbyﬂleﬁldlk)wearhnee-lngh
rubber boots, The animals silent skeletons all,
fester near death, eaten away by ticks and fleas,

" scavenged by hunger and thirst, waiting for
food and water they seldom get.
;]ﬂmmmMmmmhmmmmmmhmmm‘
~ of this torture because for these pathetic,”
- innocent creatures there is no escape--only a
slow lmgenng death. Side by side with the -

hvmg is 2 mountain of black plastic bags
spilling out the rotting carcases of those that
have mercifully died. A mountain is exactly
what it is. How many years have passed, how
many bodies? The stench of the living dead
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remains.
Who or what has created this nightmare? The

goaler is an old man who took in stray animals.
originally, because he felt somry for them. People

of course got to know about him and started to
bring their unwanted pets to his place. As
numbers grew and he himself became

_incapacitated, he could no longer cope. Yethe .

couldn't refuse more animals, -

This situation mirrors undreds of tiny ghettos

all over Japan where animals are collected and

kept by lonely old people becanse they originally.
feel sorry for them and are against killing.

Certamlymemhnmane often brutal methods

employed by local authorities to catch and kill
animals makes people seek an alternative
(except eunthanasia). But when the numbers
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cope, kindness tiims to cruelty" Dog pounds

dre paradise in comparison fo these hell-holés.
The film rightly condemns the people who
throw away pets but ends up making us feel
sorry for the old man. Why? Our sympathy
should go to the miserable animals under his
"care” who are suffering a living death. They
are the ones with no way of escape. -Many

people oppose euthanasia (a painless injection

by a veterinarian, nottobeconfusedbythe

hokensho methods) because they don't want to

live with it on their conscience. They would

mﬂ:erabmdmanmnlsbdwaceﬂamdeaﬂ;by
road accident or slow starvation (out of sight

therefore out of mmd), or condemn them to

‘hell-holes like Tenri which is slower and crueler.

When we take a cat or a dog as a pet, we accept
responsibility for its life. If for whatever reas~n.-

‘we cannot continue this responsibility,\ __~

must consider what 1sbestfortheammal,not
for ourselves.
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