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The Real Cost of Cheap Pet Food

Kansai pet owners are lazier and meaner it seems
than those in Kanto when it comes to feeding their
pets. In a recent survey by a pet food company (
Asahi Shimbun 8th Jan 92), 64% of Kansai dogs
getonly biscuits for supper, 15% getadditional meat
or fish, the remaining receive table scraps or other
food. While in the Kanto the figures were 54%,
27%, and 19% respectively. Cats fare much the
same way, except people tend to give them less
scraps and rely more on pet food products - maybe
because cats are more finicky and pet food companies
go-to much trouble finding out what food cats like.

This survey was clearly based on the sales of pet
food which has grown by leaps and bounds, more
than tripling in the last ten years. Estimating the
number of pets is more difficult however as the
majority of people keep pets secretly or at least do
not register them. The number of registered dogs
nationwide (Ministry of Welfare, 1991)is 3,270,000,
while estimates of the actual number of dogs owned
is nearly 9,000,000. These figures, of course, do not

include the uncountable millions of stray dogs.

What do these statistics reveal? _

Owners depend almost entirely on pet food
products whether in a dry or wet form. Cost is the
reason why the dry food is popular. However,
cheapness is often false economy -and can lead to -
high vetbillsin thelJongrun. Catbiscuits, especially
the cheaper kind, are very popular with cats but are
potentially dangerous. They contain highquantities
of ash which cause stones to develop in the urinary
tract. In males this can be fatal. If you feed dry food,
buy the highestquality orotherwise feed the ordinary
brands only occasionally, limiting the quantity.
Remembertoput lots of fresh drinking water nearby.

Pet food companies- design attractive- looking
products to increase sales rather than keep our pets’
healthy. If we consider what is healthy for us then
our pet’s diet is not so different - minus of course all
the salt, soy sauce, sugar, flavours and spices we
add. Pets appreciate variety too. By paying careful
attention to their diets we can avoid unnecessary
visits to the vet and possible heart-break in the
future.

7 — 27 (72300723 hv¥4) T563-01 KB B BEERALBMITEFRIAE595 TEAE(0727)37-0712 FAX37-1645



