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PET TAILS

Taro's Double Brush
with Death

by Keiko Oda

That morning Taro looked queer . In the evening
mother found him collapsed, breathing feebly and
foaming at the mouth. We rushed him to the vet who
diagnosed ‘distemper.’

Tarois a white dog with brownish speckles given
to my family when I was just a year old. That was
15 years ago. He and I were weaned on the sarhe
baby food andI can never remember a time when he
wasn’t beside me. Iused to treat him like ababy and
tuck him into bed with me on cold nights. When I
was scolded, he came to me and licked my tears dry.
Heis terrified of thunder and we used to laugh when
he dived into the closet at the first clap.
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It was when I was at primary school that Taro left
the house of his own accord and went missing for
three days. We searched endlessly and eventually
found him in the Osaka dog pound at Morinomiya.
At first mother couldn’t pick him out as there were
somany dogs crammed into the place but when she
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shouted his name he crawled out from under a pile
of dogs. Mother said she felt awful because all the
other dogs became silent and gazed sadly at Taro,
knowing that they had no one to come and rescue
them from their terrible fate. Another day and he
would have been destroyed.

Taro stopped eating and grew weaker and weaker
at the vet’s. The vet said he could no longer keep
him as his ‘other patients’ might become infected.
We carried him home certain he was dying. A few
days later however, like a miracle , he began to eat
a little and to totter feebly around. My mother had
fed him queen bee’s jelly which she’s convinced
did the trick. It turned out the vet’s diagnosis had
been wrong all along. All the tension was suddenly
released and I couldn’t stop the flow of tears.

Now he’s regaining his strength though still a bit
skinny. Returning from the brink of death twice
he’s had double his share of Tuck. I'm determined to
take better care of him in his old age.
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