ANIMAL ANGLE

sibemedlalls;  Planning for Pets

Housing is probably the main factor in
pet abandonment. It is almost impossible
for people with animals to find rented
accommodation. Often people keep pets
secretly until they are found out, then the
pressure to evict them grows. In the end
it is the landlord who serves notice for
them to leave but it is usually the
neighbours who complain first. Recently
a man was killed because he kept a dog,
not in , but near his apartment where pets
were not permitted. One of hisneighbours,
a dog-hater, continually complained and

sometimes kicked or hit the animal when
it came into the building. Tension built up
over many years. Finally in an explosive
argumentthe dog-hater stabbed the owner,
who died a short while later.

There seems to be a growing intoler-
ance of anything that doesn’t fit into the
perfect image of city planners. Their idea
is to have apartments filled by young
couples or singles who are out at work all
day and who earn high salaries. Families
with children are not so welcome, neither
are the elderly or the disabled. Animals

which often act as companions for such
people are banned altogether. When ani-
mals are kept secretly they become highly
stressed by loneliness or the unnatural
conditions. Endless barking or racing
around crazily are syndromes of this.
Inevitably it leads to their being thrown
out.

Planners and landlords alike should
cater for the needs of people. Since a
third of the population already keeps and
half would like to keep a pet, these needs
should be taken into account.
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