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PET TAILS '

by Elizabeth Oliver

Miracle: The Kitten
Who Fell From The Sky

One day travelling along the usual
mountain road towards Osaka I saw what [
thought at first was a white tissue on the
road. I braked just in time. It wasn't a
tissue but a tiny white kitten, it's eyes
barely open.How could such a wee kitten
have got into the middle of a road that was
bordered by such deep dilches?

As I picked it up it mewed piteously. It
wasn’t just hunger that made it cry, it’s
backside was lacerated with a penetrating
wound. If it had been dropped by a fox or
a weasel it would be already have been half
eaten; so that was obviously not the case.

LS T

BAZOFHEPTETFER, B

This kitten had been dropped by a crow. [
guess the crow had found an abandoned
fitter of kittens and was carrying them one
by one to its nest as a store of fresh food.

I often come across abandoned animals
on the mountain road. Some are dead or
dying, some squashed by traffic, others
starving and terrified. It's a terrible ordeal
for any animal to be wrenched from
security, put in a box in a car, transported
to an unknown destination and dumped.
What do the people who do this think will
happen ? I wonder.....

Most discarded pets, especially young
ones, become prey for wild animals. Crows
are quickest. They usually peck out the
eyes first, then work on the rest of the
body. The victim is still afive through this
grisly ordeal, but slowly it dies. Crows

can even attack adult dogs and cats that
have already been weakened by hunger
and/or ticks and fleas.,

After veterinary treaiment our littie
kitten is alive and growing. We have named
her Miracle and she will be a permanent
resident at ARK. After such a bad start in
life she deserves a good home.
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A Brush In Time

Long-haired dogs need extra care to
prevent their hair from becoming
matted. A daily run through with a
slicker brush prevents this. Of course
the shedding season means lots more
brushing. Bathing isn’t necessary if
you brush regularly and at the most
not more than once a month. Make sure
you rinse out all the shampoo and dry
the dog in the sun or a warm room in
winter. Flea shampoos are highly toxic
and can produce violent reactions in
some cases. Better to use baby shampoo
or one with natural ingredients
instead.
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Finding A Good Vet

Just looking round a vet’s surgery
won't tell vou if he’'s any good or not.
Here are some pointers for checking
your vet:-

Does he listen carefully to what

you tell him concerning your pet's

illness or trouble ?

Does he like your dog or cat ? (Some

vets dislike animals!) o

Does he do the following no matter

what the trouble is 7

* take the animal’s temperature

* examine the animal’s stool.

* examine or test the blood.

* take an x-ray in the case of accident
or external injury.

* give a diagnosis and/or medical
treatment based on the results
of examination.

* explain clearly what is wrong and
answer your guestions patiently.
Check out various vets to compare

prices. Don't go back to a vet who

charges more than vou consider
reasonable.

These are merely guidelines What
is most important is establishing a
relationship of trust. If you have any
questions about medical treatment
please contact ARK.
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