ANIMAL ANGLE
700 Dogs

Tadashi Honda, living in Chiba
Prefecture, has around seven hundred
abandoned dogs which he has rescued
over the last 10 years. He has quit his
job in order to take care of them. With
the help of three volunteers and his
family he takes them in shifts by bus
to a large field for exercise. He owns a
large tract of land (about 10,000 isubo
1 tsubo = 3.3 sq.m)) so he is fortunate
to have enough space, but feeding and
cleaning all these dogs must be a
problem. Food bills run to about
Y700,000/month which averages
Y1000/dog/month; not much but far

more than one person can reasonably

afford. He therefore depends on
contributions . from friends and
relatives. He is campaigning for the
authorities to take stricter measures
against people who abandon pets. All
this is very admirable but there are
some points which are not clear.
Assuming that half the dogs are
female,the cost of spaying would be
enormous. At a cheap rate of Y10,000/
dog the cost would be Y3.5 million. A
film about Mr.Honda shows many
females with pups, so one wonders
what the total will be in another 10
vears. In addition to spaying,other
veterinary costs must be huge:
vaccination, medicines, filaria
prevention, flea collars and so on.

Here at ARK two people working full
time are stretched to the limit with 60
animals, so it is virtually impossible
for 4 people to look after 700 dogs
properly.

Many people devote their life to
rescuing animals, as Mr. Honda does.
Most however do not have the space
and facilities that he does. In some
cases animals endure a more prolonged
miserable fate than if they had been
caught by the hokensho (dog pounds).

Untit a proper effective registration
system is adopted, when the law can
be tightened up and people severely
punished for abandoning their pets,
the endless cycle of buy, discard, and
kill, will continue.
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