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PET TAILS B

by Sakihana Atsuko
Hachi—the dog that wouldn’t

say die.

We found Hachi, bloody
andbarelyaliveina seaside
village in Kinosaki. He had
a fresh head wound from a
traffic accident and his jaw
hung loosely making a
clacking sound when he
moved his head. Most of his
teeth had been knocked out
too. The dog catchers were
just around the corner.
Hachi stood little chance of
survival. We scooped him
up and brought him home.

Soon after we discovered Hachi had a disease
with symptoms similar to Parvo. He had spells of
vomiting and diarrhea. He couldn’t eat or stand.
We took him to the
Tamura veterinary hospi-
tal in Ibaraki where he re-
mained for three months,
being fed intravenously.

A urinary disorder
caused his weight to drop
from 13kg to a mere
6.9kg. With severe ane-
mia and dehydration, his
condition was critical. Eu-
thanasia crossed our
minds, but we wanted to
give Hachi the chance to
live since he was fighting

so hard to survive. We consented to a life-threat-
ening abdominal operation calling for a double
blood transfusion. He looked like a wet rag after,
but he was on the way to recovery.

Once he had recovered some strength, he un-
derwent a final operation to fix his broken jaw-
bone. Now he was looking whole again, and could
finally come home from the hospital.

Today at five years old, Hachiiis living happily as
an important member of our family. His character
is the same as the day we found him—friendly and
proud.

With Hachi we witnessed a will to live we have
never seen in any other living creature. Seeing
Hachi everyday reminds us how insignificant our
troubles are, and that we should find the same
strength that this little dog has shown.
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Pets in the Summer Heat

Unlike humans, dogs have no easy
way of getting rid of extra heat. Is your
family pet in a cool place this summer? In
the sunlight a doghouse can become
extremely hot. It must be kept in the
shade, preferably with a cool breeze.
Always remember to provide plenty of
fresh water and to clean up any leftover
food. Walking your dog is best done
early in the morning or in the evening
when temperatures are lower; hot
pavement can be painful to your dog’s
feet. Attention to the little things can
make life a lot easier for your companion
animal. Show them that you care!

Skin Problems
Problem Cause irritation  Infectious
Mycosis  Fungus  Yes Poss.
Scabies/  Ticks Yes Yes
Mange
Akaras Ticks Poss. Yes
Flea allergy Fleas Yes No
Hormone Imbalance Yes No
Nervous Stress No No

In order to cure skin trouble, the cause
must be determined by testing. A good vet
will test thoroughly and recommend the
best treatment. Consult your vet before
your pet's condition worsens.
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