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The Kumamoto Tragedy

The recent, tragedy in Kumamoto,
where a child was bitten by aneighbour’s
dog and subsequently died, highlights
a much misunderstood issue. Most
cases of biting go unreported, the
owners choosing to have the animal
destroyed out of obligation. The dog is
made the scapegoat with the owners
rarely blaming themselves for the dog’s
misbehaviour.

After reviewing several cases reporied
in the newspapers, a trend emerges.
Invariably the dogs in question have
been tied, as the law instructs. Tying any
animal leads to stress especially if, as is
commeon in Japan, it is tied so short that
it can hardly move, or if the location is
such that the dog cannot see but only

hear. Imagine a human tied like a prisoner
allday and we soon understandwhy adog
would become stressed. Frustrated and
anxious, the dog starts to chew things, to
bark endlessly, and it slowly becomes
aggressive.

Children often tease dogs which are tied
knowing that they can't get free. A teased
dog naturally becomes agitated. Parents
seldom scold children for teasing dogs or
any other animals. They may warn them
that they might bite, but they don't teach
them why.

Territory is something a dog guards.
When a stranger approaches a dog's
territory, especially when the owner isn't
there, the dog feels protective. Many
biting cases involve people walking into a
dog’s territory suddenly without letting
the dog get used to them; using a friendly

voice or letting the dog sniff them for
example. Knowing when and how to
approach a dog is important. Dogs
shouldn't be touched when they are
eating or sleeping nor when they have
puppies. A mother dog is very defensive
about her puppies and resents strangers
touching them, especially people picking
them up.

The dog in Kumamoto had never bitten
anyone before. The child playing near
the dog probably didn’t realize he was
teasingit. A needless tragedy could have
been avoided if the parents had known
what to teach their child about animals.
We should consider dogs as family
members, allowing them to greet visitors
and to socialize with people. In a happy
environment with plenty of love and
exercise, nodog even thinks aboutbiting.
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