PET TAILS

by Yukiko Mukai
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One of the Family

Sachan is a tanuki
(raccoon dog) that our
family rescued from a hole
in ground being cleared to
make way for a golf course.
His parents had already left
the den, so before it was
destroyed, we decided to
bring him home. His eyes
were not yet open, and he
refused milk, but we heard
that a neighbour’'s dog had
just whelped, so we took the
baby tanuki to the dam. The

started to lick his backside,
and allowed him to suckle.
She raised him as one of
her own.

Raising him has been
quite a hard job. Our whole
family has bite marks, and
we realize now how easy it
is by comparison , to raise a
dog or a cat. We have given
Sachan inoculations against
dog diseases like distemper,
and to keep our dogs from
attacking him, we've built a
sturdy fence with a screen
door and netted roof.

There is a law actually, that
you cannot keep a wild

can no longer survive in the
wild and the natural
habitat for wild animals is
decreasing year by year. Is
there really any law,
protecting animals?

Sachan is now almost 2
years old. He's more
mature and a little quieter,
but only lets members of
our family touch him and is
always on his guard.
Although he cannot go out
like a dog, he likes walks
and whenever we take the
dogs out he whimpers that
he wants to go too. Sachan
has truly become one of the

mother dog immediately animal as a pet, but Sachan  family.
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How to Protect Your Dog from 7R7= DR ESF S D Approaching an unfamiliar animal,

especially one which is frightened, is
more difficult than approaching your
own pet. In first contact, avoid sudden
movements or a loud voice. Speaking
quietly, offer it the back of your hand to
sniff. Squat down, make yourself small
(humans appear huge from an animal’s
level). Gently scratch around the neck or
chest area. The animal will gradually
relax under your touch.
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Filaria is the single largest killer of dogs
in Japan. It is carried by mosquitoes and
causes parasitic worms to collect in the
dog's heart. If left untreated, it will
endanger the life of your dog within 8
years.

Prevention

First, avoid letting your dog get bitten
by mosquitoes. Keep your dog inside the
house or have a screen door fitted to the
kennel or use mosquito coils ,being
careful not to start a fire.

Second, give your dog filaria-
preventative medicine; either a daily
type from April through November, or a
once-a-month medicine from June
through November. At present, the only
medicine for preventing filaria is the oral
type. Injections DO NOT prevent filaria,
they only kill the heartworms that are
already spreading inside the body.

Before deciding on the type of filaria
medicine to give your dog, always have
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