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ANIMAL ANGLE

Infopet:
A Computerized System
that Tracks Lost Pets .

Even if you are sure you always
know where your pet is, it is
prudent to write your name,
address and telephone number on
its collar in case someone finds it.
The chances of recovering a lost pet
are very slim, and as a stray, it may
end up in the hokensho where it will
be killed in three days.

The present registration system in
Japan is expensive and ineffective,
and many dog owners don't
register. Here's a system currently
being used in the United States
which we think could be extremely
effective in Japan.

Infopet USA keeps track of pets
by computer, through a code
number inscribed on a microchip

the size of a grain of rice, which is
inserted painlessly into the neck or
shoulder muscle of the animal.

A special scanner, passed over the
microchip, can instantly call up the
code number. At Infopet, the pet's
name, address, telephone number
and other pertinent information is
stored on computer and this is all
linked to the code number.

The microchip itself is harmless
and there need be no fear of it being
lost. It lasts 25 years, which is
beyond the lifespan of most animals.
Implantation by a simple injection
by a veterinarian costs 40 US
dollars, and the yearly re-
registration fee is 11 dollars.

In Japan, automobile registration
is computerised and animal
registration could work in the same
way. A link with both hokensho and
police is essential since lost dogs are
often taken to police stations first.

Scanners

should become
mandatory equipment in both
places. As a dog registration system
already exists it should be easy to
implement the Infopet process.

Here are some of its advantages:

1. Because it iseasyto findlost
dogs, more people would want to
participate in the registration
process.

2. The procedure is much simpler
and cheaper than the present
registration system.

8. Owners who abandon dogs can
be easily found, which would
discourage such behaviour.

Ultimately, the Infopet system
could save local governments a lot
of time and money, not to mention
alleviating the heartbreak of those
who lose their beloved pet.
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