‘bankrupt, leaving over 400 dogs in its

“The road to hell is paved with good intentions"”

(16th century proverb)

As expected, the Yomiui Shimbun article of 24 January 2003, highlighting the
plight of the animals in the Kameoka hell-hole and that an NPO animal weltare
organization had been euthanizing those animals, drew howls of protest from the
"sentimentalist brigades." { These are individuals or groups who want to 'save’'
animals whatever the cost, even though they might end up in another hell-hole.)
But many people drew the wrong conclusions simply because they didn't
understand the terrible situation we were faced with, nor the horrendous
conditions these animals were in.

Some have compared the Toyama case in 1997, where a company called the
Blue Cross which had been using dogs for experiments in biood products, went

creatures had never been outside, never been walked or handled. Indeed
anyone trying to touch them would result in total panic; dogs trying to climb
walls, crouching shivering in corners and just peeing and pooing in sheer terror.
In addition over half were suffering from acariasis, an almost incurable skin
disease in dogs over one year of age. So what ordinary family is going to adopt a
schizophrenic animal with severe health problems. Who is going to take the
trouble, the time and spend the money for rehabilitation and veterinary costs ?

Since early December when the accident occured, no-one has come forward to
offer help, nor to adopt one of these dogs. As usual the sentimentalists are all
words and no action. Instead four or five members of ARK staff have been over
to the hell-hole everyday in appauling

laboratory cages. Animal welfare groups
moved in and (we hope) found good homes
for these animals.

However the two cases are entirely different.
The Blue Cross dogs were all pedigrees

NPO kills 60 dogs

of comatose woman

freezing conditions, shovelling shit for hours
at a time, trying to care for those animals as
best we could. The majority of the females
had enlarged teats indicating they had had
litters of puppies and if all these had

survived, the hefi-hole would contain not 93
ceiving permission from the waman’s

(highly desirable for Japanese) and they
were used to being handled. (Only placid,
friendly and easy to handle dogs are chosen
for experiments). The place was not a hell-
hole but a facility with a sterile laboratory
environment with healthy dogs in single
cages. The original staff continued to care
for the animals after the bankruptcy. Such
dogs could easily find homes.

At the hell-hole packs of dogs roamed
around, the stronger savaging the weak.
They had all become semi-feral and indeed
out of 93, only five dogs could be easily
touched. The thought of an ordinary family
coming and taking one home as a' friendly
pet', is beyond comprehension. These
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KYOTO—About 6¢ dogs that were
left unattended by a 3 r-0ld worman
i Kameoka, Kyvoto Prefecture, after she
jously injured in an automobile
i, were humanely put down hy
nonprofit animai-protection
ition, The Yomiuri Shitmbun has

fearned.

Of the 180 or so dogs kept by the
woman, 16 have been adopted by new
bat the remaining 30 may also
be put down,

The woman remains iu a coma fol-
lowing a car accident an Dec. 8 in which
o val ranuned into the back of her car,
which was parked on the side of @ road.

‘The nonprofit organization, which
was assigned to take care of her dogs,
found most of the dogs either confined
in u shed on the woman's property, or
witndering about the premises.

Some of the dogs were found to be
stiffering from skin diseases that were
beyond treatment.

Under such situations, the
started cuthonizing Lhe dogs o

daughbter. Five dogs were put down
twice a week at an animal elinic in
Osaka.

“We want the dogs to be killed with-
out pain,” one of the group said.

The woman started keeping the dogs
about four years ago. As the number of
dogs increased, her neighbors started
complaining about them.

In response to the complaints, offi-
cials of the local health-care center
wirned the woman three years ago, but
did not carefully inspect the dogs or the
premises as it was heyond the center's
authority to tell her how to care for the
animals.,

The Animal Protection Law only reg-
ulates business operators on animal
farming and husbandry technigues, but
there are nto regulations relating to pri-
vate pet owners.

In responsc to the limitation of the
law, some governments stich as Shima-
ne prefectural government enacted an
ordinance prohibiting peapie from keep-
ing more than 10 dogs or cats at a single
DrL‘m_i.k'ns.

dogs but over 500. We suspect that. newly-
born pups were eaten by the ravenous
adults. -

ARK has taken in 24 dogs and six cats. It will
take a long time and a lot of costly veterinary
treatment to rehabilitate these animals.
Those who seek to criticize had better put
their energies into questioning the reason
why such cases are allowed to exist, why
there is no overall system for dealing with
them in a humane way and why animal
welfare in Japan is in such a shambles.

Elizabeth Oliver ARK
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