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ARK TALK

Elizabeth Oliver is founder and CEO of Animal Refuge Kansai and it is the largest non-profit
organisation of its type in Japan.

Liz did not set out on this path. She was brought up with animals but how to look after them was a
high priority. Liz says that when she came home for school and complained of being hungry her
mother would ask, well has the pony had any food? So, the animals came first, a lesson she never
forgot!



Liz arrived in Japan in 1965, her other love, besides animals was to travel and it was on her way to
Mongolia that she met a Japanese friend who persuaded to change her trip and come to Japan. To
earn a living, she taught English. She returned to London to study the Japanese language and
returned to teach at the Osaka Institute of Technology in 1968.

After being brought up in Somerset in the UK she missed the countryside and decided to buy a
farmhouse which was in terrible condition in the mountainous region of Nose, about one hour by
train from Osaka. Her life was a lot of fun in those days but she always felt that she needed a cause
to work for. Her answer came when she began rescuing abandoned dogs. At this time she had
virtually no financial aid, except her teaching salary, so depended on the generosity of people to
donate such necessities as dog food.

Besides dogs and cats Liz has rescued, horses, pigs, rabbits, and even a fox.

In 1990 ARK was established, it became officially recognised as a Non-Profit Organisation in
September 1999, and then in 2016 an accredited Nintei (Nintei NPO was created to give special tax
break incentives to individual donors and companies).

In January 1995 the Kobe earthquake happened and everything changed. Over that year ARK
rescued more than 600 animals from the quake-hit area, far over the capacity that ARK could handle.
Liz borrowed a paddy field close by and built emergency shelters for new dogs and cats. They were
vinyl greenhouses, usually used for vegetable farming , with proper kennels and cages inside. Most
animals were in shock not only from the quake but from their world being changed forever. Many
dogs were reunited with their families but for those who weren’t they were kept at ARK till their final
day.

On March 11 2012 the devastating earthquake and tsunami happened, resulting in the meltdown at
the Fukushima nuclear plant. Immediately afterwards ARK was on the scene rescuing animals. The
vet working at ARK at the time, singlehandedly neutered 638 animals, many on-site in the affected

areas.

Liz said that all the dogs rescued were suffering from heartworm, none were neutered or
microchipped and the majority had never seen a brush in their lives.

ARK now has a staff of 30 and relies on volunteers who come from all over the world to help.
Donations are received daily and over the years these have included machinery, vans, cars, electrical
goods besides the usual food, kennels, blankets.

Liz's role these days is mainly promoting ARK and the new facility which is being built with the help of
Dog’s Trust UK in Sasayama, about 40 minutes drive from ARK. This is state of the art housing for
dogs, air conditioning, underfloor heating, an off the lead dog run, it is a spacious very modern
facility. It houses at the moment about 30 dogs. However just as important will be its educational
role. To ease the problem of abused, abandoned and homeless animals a centre for education is
desperately needed which covers every aspect of the welfare of a pet.

She has campaigned vigorously against ‘balcony breeders’ who breed dogs to make a quick yen but
then fail to sell them, also the ‘hoarders’ people who keep a large amount of cats or dogs but cannot
look after them properly. Then there are the designer dogs taken around as part of a fashion



statement and then discarded for another breed when that one doesn’t suit! Sometimes these dogs
can hardly walk they have spent their entire lives in a handbag. She has even prosecuted the Yakuza
(the Japanese Mafia) whose outfit ARK Angels breeds designer dogs for their petshops. The Yakuza
makes more out of selling exotic animals and designer dogs than they do out of drugs.

Liz travels the world as CEO, in 2006 Liz took 10 dogs to the Battersea Dogs Home in London to be
rehomed and to make aware the plight of the animals in Japan.

ARK has rehomed over 4000 dogs and 2000 cats. There is now an office in Tokyo where animals are
fostered. The Dutch Ambassador and his wife fostered and then adopted two cats who now
apparently run the Embassy.

In 2012 Liz was awarded the MBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List for services to animal welfare
and civil society This is the highest honour awarded for charitable work, only 4 have been given it for
animal welfare and Liz was the first woman to receive it. Liz said on receiving this award.

“I am, indeed, honoured by this award from the queen. But itis an award to be shared by all of you
who have supported ARK over the past 20 years; our members, donors, sponsors, volunteers and our
hard-working staff who take care of the animals ona daily basis. Thank you all. And last, but not
least, a tribute to the animals who have enriched our lives with their love and trust in us. | hope that
animal welfare in Japan will continue to expand for the benefit of animals for many more years to
come”.
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